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CITY OF ENGLEWOOD
BOARD OF HEALTH REGULAR MEETING

January 13, 2010

1. The regular meeting of the Board of Health, City of Englewood, Bergen County, was
called to order at 8:20 p.m. by Dianna Lachman, President, Board of Health. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Dianna Lachman, President; Lisa Levien, Vice President; Bertha-Nora Acosta; JoEllen Bostick;
Dr. Earl Marsan; and Dr. Lisa Wisotsky.

ALSO PRESENT:

Richard A. Lustgarten, Esq., Board of Health Attorney; Nelson Xavier Cruz, Director, Health
Services/Health Officer/Secretary to the Board; Janet Kast, Confidential Executive Secretary.

ABSENT/with apology: Stephanie Davis.

Mr. Cruz read the Open Public Meetings Statement.

Ms. Dianna Lachman, Board President, asked those present to stand while the Pledge of
Allegiance was recited.

2. Motion to approve Item #2 (Minutes of December 9, 2009 Meeting (Open/Closed)

Mr. Cruz stated that an error had been made in the Closed Minutes of the December 9, 2009
meeting; one sentence and part of another should be deleted for the record. There was no further
discussion, and Motion to approve Item #2, including Regular minutes, as amended, was made
by Dr. Marsan, and seconded by Ms. Bostick. Motion was approved 6-0.

3-7. Motion to approve Items #3 (Receipts - December, 2009); #4 (Bills - December,
2009); #5 (Employee Reports - December, 2009); #6 (Communications - December,
2009); and #7 (Digest of Mail - December, 2009).

Cash receipts for the month of December, 2009 were $7,971.75. Vouchers/Orders for Payment
for December, 2009 were $2,699.34. Non-budget payments were $150.80.

Motion to approve Items 3-7 together was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Dr. Marsan.
Motion was approved 6-0.
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There were no retail licenses in the month of December, 2009.

ORDINANCES

8. Ordinance No. 10-01 - Amendment to Maximum Salaries 2009-2010 (Introduction)

Mr. Cruz read Section 1 of Ordinance No. 10-01, entitled “An Ordinance Amending the
Established Salaries of the Department of Health of the City of Englewood as of January 1, 2009
and January 1, 2010.” 

Motion to read Ordinance No. 10-01, “An Ordinance Amending the Established Salaries of the
Department of Health of the City of Englewood as of January 1, 2009 and January 1, 2010,” by
title only was made by Dr. Marsan, and seconded by Ms. Acosta. Motion was approved 6-0.

Mr. Cruz read the Resolution to Introduce Ordinance No. 10-01, as follows:

“Be it resolved that Ordinance No. 10-01 entitled “An Ordinance Amending the Established
Salaries of the Department of Health of the City of Englewood as of January 1, 2009 and January
1, 2010,” be introduced and does now pass a first reading, and that said ordinance be further
considered for final passage at a regular meeting of the Board of Health to be held at the
Municipal Court, 73 S. Van Brunt St., Englewood, New Jersey, on the 10  day of February,th

2010, at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, and at said time and place, all
persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Board
Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law prior to
said hearing with a notice of its introduction and of the time and place, when, and where said
ordinance will be considered for final passage.”

Mr. Cruz explained that the new job title of Public Health Investigator is not a new position in
the Department, but a change in title from Environmental Assistant/Animal Cruelty Investigator. 

There was a discussion regarding the position and salary of Program Coordinator/Assistant to the
Director. Mr. Cruz stated that the search for this position had been put on hold at the City
Manager’s request, and that he planned to hold a meeting with the City Manager and the Board
of Health President to follow up on this issue. Dr. Wisotsky felt the role of Health Officer should
be included in the title. Mr. Cruz stated that this is the current title, and that in order to do that,
the position of Assistant Health Officer would have to be introduced at the next meeting
following the Board reorganization. Dr. Wisotsky requested that it be done at the next meeting,
and Mr. Cruz agreed. 

Motion to introduce Ordinance No. 10-01, “An Ordinance Amending the Established Salaries of
the Department of Health of the City of Englewood as of January 1, 2009 and January 1, 2010,”
was made by Dr. Wisotsky, and seconded by Dr. Marsan. Motion was approved 6-0.
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9. Ordinance No. 10-02 - Health Code: Anti-idling (Introduction)

Motion to read Ordinance No. 10-02, “An Ordinance Regulating the Standing or Parking of
Idling Motor Vehicles,” by title only was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Dr. Wisotsky.
Motion was approved 6-0. Mr. Lustgarten stated the title of Ordinance No. 10-02 is “An
Ordinance Regulating the Standing or Parking of Idling Motor Vehicles,” and asked Mr. Cruz to
read the Resolution to introduce the Ordinance. 

Mr. Cruz read the Resolution to Introduce Ordinance No. 10-02, as follows:

“Be it resolved that Ordinance No. 10-02 entitled “An Ordinance Regulating the Standing or
Parking of Idling Motor Vehicles,” be introduced and does now pass a first reading, and that said
ordinance be further considered for final passage at a regular meeting of the Board of Health to
be held at the Municipal Court, 73 S. Van Brunt St., Englewood, New Jersey, on the 10  day ofth

February, 2010, at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, and at said time
and place, all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the
Board Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law
prior to said hearing with a notice of its introduction and of the time and place, when, and where
said ordinance will be considered for final passage.

Motion to introduce Ordinance No. 10-02 was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Ms.
Acosta. A discussion ensued as to whether this matter was, in fact, a police function or a Health
Department function, and whether it was in compliance with a State regulation already in
existence.

Mr. Cruz stated that the existing City Ordinance had no teeth, and that he had been approached
by the Englewood Environmental Commission to formulate a new Ordinance. He said once the
Board of Health adopts this new Ordinance, he would present it to the City Council to request an
amendment to the existing City Ordinance.

Mr. Lustgarten said that under general health regulations, the Board has the authority to adopt
such an ordinance, and that the City Council, under general police powers, also has the authority
to adopt it.

Dr. Wisotsky asked if this new Ordinance would be in compliance with the existing New Jersey
State anti-idling law. Mr. Lustgarten answered that there can be concurrent jurisdictions of city
and state; it would be a State statute and a City ordinance. Dr. Wisotsky suggested that instead of
passing a redundant law, it might be more informative and effective to educate the public on the
effects of motor vehicle idling, and to see what other municipalities have done. 

Ms. Lachman asked who had initiated the new ordinance. Mr. Cruz again said he had been
approached by the Englewood Environmental Commission with their concerns about the existing
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City ordinance. Ms. Lachman asked why this new ordinance was stronger than the existing one.
Mr. Cruz said it had been developed for the Police Department, rather than from a public health
standpoint, and that he would provide the Board with copies for their comparison. Ms. Lachman
asked how the Department would be able to enforce this.

Mr. Lustgarten suggested removing the introduction of Ordinance No. 10-02 from the meeting’s
Agenda, and that Mr. Cruz speak to the Chief of Police to determine the number of tickets issued
under State law at this point. He said the question could be raised as to whether a local ordinance
would assist in enforcement as well. If the answer is “no,” then there would be no point in having
a duplicate ordinance on the books. Mr. Lustgarten stated that if Ordinance 10-02 is adopted, it
would be supplemental to the State statute.

Ms. Lachman stated that further research on this subject should be done, especially whether the
State law has ever been enforced. Mr. Cruz agreed to meet with the Police Chief and provide
feedback to the Board at the next meeting.

Mr. Lustgarten asked for a roll call vote on the introduction of Ordinance No. 10-02. A roll call
vote ensued:

Bertha-Nora Acosta “No” Lisa Levien “No”
JoEllen Bostick “No” Dr. Earl Marsan “No”
Dianna Lachman “No” Dr. Lisa Wisotsky “No”

Motion was not carried.

OLD BUSINESS

10. H1N1 Issues

Ms. Lachman thanked Mr. Lustgarten for writing a letter to Senator Loretta Weinberg regarding
the distribution of H1N1 flu vaccine, and for being instrumental in the Department’s receiving
the injectable doses of H1N1 vaccine. She also thanked Mr. Cruz and the Department staff for
following up on the Englewood Hospital & Medical Center well water assessment and
completing it. 

Mr. Cruz referred the Board Members to a spreadsheet, included in their packets, with the
Department’s H1N1 clinic statistics for November and December, 2009. A total of 10 clinics
were held; 978 people were vaccinated. He said the Department was planning more clinics now
that the injectable vaccine had been received. Consent forms and flyers had been distributed
throughout the City and at a recent City Council meeting. 

There was a discussion about the low turnout for the recent clinics, and Mr. Cruz said other
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health departments had reported the same results. It was thought this was due to the earlier
difficulty in obtaining the vaccines, and the availability of the vaccine from other towns and/or
their personal physician. 

11. 2010 Budget

Mr. Cruz reported that the 2010 budget discussions would resume in February, and that he would
update the Board at the next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Ms. Lachman asked Suzie Jean-Louis to report on what she knew about the recent earthquake in
Haiti, and how the Board could help. Ms. Jean-Louis said the need there is great for basic
medical supplies, like syringes, tape, etc., and that the best way to aid the Haitian people was to
send money through one of the various organizations aiding in the recovery efforts. 

12. Staff Recruitment

Mr. Cruz stated that staff recruitment entailed a search for an Assistant to the Director/Program
Coordinator. After the search process had been initiated, Mr. Cruz was informed by the City
Manager that the Budget Committee was denying the request and the process needed to stop
immediately. Mr. Cruz said he would meet with the City Manager in the future to revisit that
matter.

13. Other Business

Mr. Cruz referred the Board to the Employee Orientation and Probationary Period Evaluation
Checklist he had prepared and included in their packets, at the request of the Board at the last
meeting. There is a section for employee orientation and evaluation, both midway through the
probationary period (90 days) and at the end of the probationary period (180 days). 

***

Mr. Cruz reported that he had prepared a list of Department priorities for the year 2010, which
include the expansion of the “Staying Safe in Seventh” program from only the middle school to
the elementary schools and the high schools, in response to the youth violence incident in the
schools recently; outreach to more churches and synagogues to advertise the Department’s
programs; increase the public’s awareness of the Department’s programs and activities by
monthly articles in The Suburbanite; increase public awareness of the Department’s Get Fit
Program and possibly change it from a Department-led program to a City-led program; promote
CPR training for all City departments; conduct outreach in the Hispanic community to promote 
the Department’s programs and services; incorporate some of these efforts with the Recreation
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Department; follow up on the status of the MUP application for Englewood with Ms. Pat Burks;
deer population management; geese population control; work with the Bergen Family Center
After School Program; work with Englewood Hospital & Medical Center to locate a new clinic
for STD patients; schedule further training for Department staff on the newly-acquired lead gun
and initiate plans for lead screening in toys; arrange for all City departments to have a
defibrillator on hand for use.  

Ms. Lachman asked the Board to think about any suggestions they might have regarding Health
Department programs and activities, as this will be brought up at the next Board Meeting on
February 10, 2010.

A discussion ensued regarding youth violence in the schools and how it might be addressed by
the Health Department. Ms. Jean-Louis spoke about the students’ needs and concerns, and Mr.
Cruz said he was meeting the following week with Sgt. Claudia Cubillos of the Police
Department to discuss how best to deal with this problem. Ms. Lachman stated that it might be
beneficial for a Board member to sit in on Board of Education meetings.

***

Ms. Lachman stated for the record that there was no substance to the complaint received by the
City’s Q-Alert System that she was feeding wild turkeys in her back yard. A neighbor had
complained after his car was damaged by a wild turkey recently. Matt Traudt, the Department’s
Animal Control Officer, investigated the matter, but could not verify the complainant’s
allegation. 

***
Ms. Lachman reported on President Obama’s message on the importance of emergency
preparedness, and said the Department would continue participating in the Local Emergency
Planning Committee.

Ms. Lachman asked for a Motion to open the time for public comment. Motion was made by Ms.
Bostick, and seconded by Dr. Marsan. Motion was approved 6-0.

PUBLIC SESSION

There were no questions or comments from the public. Motion to close the time for public
comment was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Dr. Wisotsky. Motion was approved 6-0.

Ms. Lachman asked for a Motion to go into Closed Session. Mr. Cruz read the Closed Session
Resolution as follows:

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey permits the public
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to be excluded from certain matters to be discussed by the Board; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Health of the City of Englewood desires to discuss the
Englewood Board of Health adv. Law Office of Ortiz & Paster, et al, and

WHEREAS, these matters are ones which permit the exclusion of the public from such
discussions;

WHEREAS, minutes will be taken during the closed session, and a summary of the
minutes will be made available to the public once the need for confidentiality no longer exists,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Health of the City of
Englewood, that the public be excluded since these matters, as set forth above, are ones which
permit the exclusion of the public from such discussion: Pending or anticipated litigation or
contract negotiation/attorney client privilege.

Motion to begin the Closed Session was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Dr. Marsan.
Motion was approved 6-0.

(Closed Session)

The Board Attorney, Richard Lustgarten, Esq., reported on the status of the Ortiz and Paster case. 

Ms. Lachman thanked Mr. Lustgarten for his work on the matter. 

There being no further questions or comments, Ms. Lachman asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Dr. Wisotsky. Motion was
approved 6-0. The meeting ended at 9:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nelson Xavier Cruz
Secretary to the Board
/jk
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