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CITY OF ENGLEWOOD 

BOARD OF HEALTH REGULAR MEETING 

September 14, 2011 

1.  The regular meeting of the Board of Health, City of Englewood, Bergen County, was called to order at 

8:08 p.m. by Dr. Earl A. Marsan, President, Board of Health. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

Dr. Earl A. Marsan, President; Bertha-Nora Acosta; JoEllen Bostick; Dianna Lachman; and Lisa Levien. 

 

ALSO PRESENT: 

 

Nelson Xavier Cruz, Director, Health Services/Health Officer/Secretary to the Board; Richard A. 

Lustgarten, Esq., Board of Health Attorney; and Janet Kast, Confidential Executive Secretary. 

 

ABSENT/with apology:  Dr. Lisa L. Wisotsky, Vice President; Stephanie Davis 

 

Mr. Cruz read the Open Public Meetings Statement. 

 

Dr. Earl A. Marsan, Board President, asked those present to stand while the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  

 

2.  Motion to approve Items 2.A.i. (Minutes of July 13, 2011 Meeting-Open/Closed); 2.A.ii. 

(Receipts – July/August, 2011); 2.A.iii. (Bills – July/August, 2011); 2.A.iv. (Employee Reports – 

July/August, 2011); 2.A.v. (Digest of Mail – July/August, 2011); and 2.A.vi. (Communications – 

July/August, 2011).  

 

Motion to approve Items 2.A.i.-vi. together was made by Ms. Lachman, and seconded by Ms. Bostick. 

Motion was approved 5-0. 

 

Mr. Cruz stated that cash receipts for the month of July, 2011 were $10,083.50, and for the month of 

August, 2011 were $11,406.50. Vouchers/Orders for Payment for July, 2011 were $2,328.07, and 

$4,234.41 for August, 2011. Non-budget payments were $60.60 in July, 2011, and $7,220.94 in August, 

2011. Electronic Death Registration Receipts for the month of July, 2011 totalled $1,158.00, and for the 

month of August, 2011 $1,080.00. 

 

2.B. Motion to approve retail licenses (July/August, 2011) 

 

Motion to approve retail licenses for the months of July and August, 2011 was made by Ms. Bostick, and 

seconded by Ms. Lachman. Mr. Lustgarten read the list of five licenses to be approved, and Mr. Cruz 

stated that there had been no complaints against them or objections by anyone for the renewals. Motion 

was approved 5-0. 

 

2.C.  i. Board Liaison Reports 

 

Ms. Lachman, BOH Liaison for Emergency Response, stated that she had distributed the most current 

New Jersey Local Boards of Health newsletter to the Board Members. She said their Annual Conference 

is taking place on September 24, 2011, at the Middlesex County Fire Academy in Sayreville, New Jersey. 
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She said all Board Members are welcome to attend, but that most of the events planned had already been 

coordinated with our Board. Ms. Deborah Greene, Administrative Assistant/Registrar/Office Manager, 

and Ms. Valarie Buchta, Public Health Nurse, will be going and presenting on what they do at the Health 

Department. Other health department staff will also talk about their jobs and their training in order to 

educate the newer Board members as to what goes on in their departments. Ms. Lachman stated that there 

is an awards ceremony at the end of the day and asked the Board Members to read the information 

enclosed and said if there was someone they wished to nominate for an award, they could do it directly or 

through her. 

 

2.C. ii. Committee Reports 

 

There were no committee reports at this time. 

 

ORDINANCES 
 

3. #11-01  Maximum Salaries for 2011 and 2012 (Public Hearing/Adoption) 

 

Motion to read the ordinance by title only and open the time for public comment was made by Ms. 

Bostick, and seconded by Ms. Lachman. A roll call vote ensued: 

 

Bertha-Nora Acosta - “Yes”   Lisa Levien  - “Yes” 

JoEllen Bostick  - “Yes”   Dr. Earl Marsan  - “Yes” 

Stephanie Davis  - Absent   Dr. Lisa Wisotsky - Absent 

Dianna Lachman - “Yes” 

 

Motion was approved 5-0. 

 

There were no comments or questions from the public. Motion to close the time for public comment was 

made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Ms. Levien. A roll call vote ensued: 

 

Bertha-Nora Acosta - “Yes”   Lisa Levien  - “Yes” 

JoEllen Bostick  - “Yes”   Dr. Earl Marsan  - “Yes” 

Stephanie Davis  - Absent   Dr. Lisa Wisotsky - Absent 

Dianna Lachman - “Yes” 

 

Motion was approved 5-0. 

 

Mr. Lustgarten read the Resolution to Adopt Ordinance No. 11-01, entitled “An Ordinance Amending the 

Established Salaries of the Department of Health of the City of Englewood as of January 1, 2011 and 

January 1, 2012,” which was introduced on July 13, 2011, and was published in The Record on July 22, 

2011. 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 11-01 was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Ms. Lachman. A roll 

call vote ensued: 

 

Bertha-Nora Acosta - “Yes”   Lisa Levien  - “Yes” 

JoEllen Bostick  - “Yes”   Dr. Earl Marsan  - “Yes” 

Stephanie Davis  - Absent   Dr. Lisa Wisotsky - Absent 

Dianna Lachman - “Yes” 

 

Motion was approved 5-0. 
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4. #11-02  Revising Chapter 6 of the Health Code of the City of Englewood, “Fees and  

   Fee Schedule.” (Introduction) 

 

Mr. Cruz read the Resolution to Introduce Ordinance #11-02, as follows: “Be it resolved that Ordinance 

No. 11-02 entitled „An Ordinance Revising Chapter 6 of the Health Code of the City of Englewood, in the 

County of Bergen, New Jersey, „Fees and Fee Schedule,‟ be introduced and does now pass a first reading, 

and that said ordinance be further considered for final passage at a regular meeting of the Board of Health 

to be held at the Department of Health, 73 S. Van Brunt St., Englewood, New Jersey, on the 13
th
 day of 

October, 2011, at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, and at said time and place, 

all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Board Secretary is 

hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law prior to said hearing with a 

notice of its introduction and of the time and place, when, and where said ordinance will be considered for 

final passage.” 

 

Motion to introduce Ordinance No. 11-02, “An Ordinance Revising Chapter 6 of the Health Code of the 

City of Englewood, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey, „Fees and Fee Schedule,‟” was made by Ms. 

Bostick, and seconded by Ms. Levien. A roll call vote ensued: 

 

Bertha-Nora Acosta - “Yes”   Lisa Levien  - “Yes” 

JoEllen Bostick  - “Yes”   Dr. Earl Marsan  - “Yes” 

Stephanie Davis  - Absent   Dr. Lisa Wisotsky - Absent 

Dianna Lachman - “Yes” 

 

Motion was approved 5-0. 

 

5. #11-03  Establishing a Fee for Vital Statistics Records Kept by the Registrar of Vital 

   Statistics and Amending or Establishing Miscellaneous Fees of the   

   Department of Health for Goods/Services (Introduction) 

 

Mr. Cruz read the Resolution to Introduce Ordinance No. 11-03, as follows: Be it resolved that Ordinance 

No. 11-03 entitled “An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 06-01, „Establishing a Fee for Vital Statistics 

Records Kept by the Registrar of Vital Statistics‟ as Required by the Bureau of Vital Statistics of the State 

of New Jersey and N.J.S.A. 26:8-25 and Amending or Establishing Miscellaneous Fees of the Department 

of Health for Goods/Services” be introduced and does now pass a first reading, and that said ordinance be 

further considered for final passage at a regular meeting of the Board of Health to be held at the 

Department of Health, 73 S. Van Brunt St., Englewood, New Jersey, on the 13
th
 day of October, 2011, at 

8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, and at said time and place, all persons 

interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Board Secretary is hereby 

authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law prior to said hearing with a notice of 

its introduction and of the time and place, when, and where said ordinance will be considered for final 

passage. 

 

Motion to introduce Ordinance No. 11-03, “An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 06-01, „Establishing a 

Fee for Vital Statistics Records Kept by the Registrar of Vital Statistics‟ as Required by the Bureau of 

Vital Statistics of the State of New Jersey and N.J.S.A. 26:8-25 and Amending or Establishing 

Miscellaneous Fees of the Department of Health for Goods/Services,” was made by Ms. Bostick, and 

seconded by Ms. Acosta. A roll call vote ensued: 

 

Bertha-Nora Acosta - “Yes”   Lisa Levien  - “Yes” 

JoEllen Bostick  - “Yes”   Dr. Earl Marsan  - “Yes” 
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Stephanie Davis  - Absent   Dr. Lisa Wisotsky - Absent 

Dianna Lachman - “Yes” 

 

Motion was approved 5-0. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

6. Resolution #11-08 Approval of a Contribution to the Bergen County Health Officer’s  

    Society to Support Public Health Infrastructure in Bergen County 

 

Mr. Cruz read Resolution #11-08, Approval of a Contribution to the Bergen County Health Officer‟s 

Society to Support Public Health Infrastructure in Bergen County, in its entirety. Motion to approve 

Resolution #11-08 was made by Ms. Lachman, and seconded by Ms. Acosta. Motion was approved 5-0. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

7. Englewood Family Health Festival 

 

Mr. Cruz announced that the annual Englewood Family Health Festival would be held on Sunday, 

September 18, 2011, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., at TD Bank, and invited all Board Members to attend. 

Activities being planned include a DJ, immunizations for senior citizens, blood drive, glucose, 

cholesterol, blood pressure, and skin cancer screening, and the Englewood Fire Department truck.  

 

8. 2010 Annual Report 

 

Mr. Cruz stated that at the previous Board Meeting, he had provided the Board Members with the current 

version of the 2010 Annual Report of the Englewood Health Department and a revised version. Motion to 

accept the revised version of the 2010 Annual Report was made by Ms. Levien, and seconded by Ms. 

Lachman. Motion was approved 5-0. 

 

9. Memo to Mayor re: Report of Mayor’s Commission on Budget & Finance 

 

Mr. Cruz stated that at the last Board Meeting, the Board had requested that he draft a memorandum to 

the Mayor of Englewood in response to the Report of the Mayor‟s Commission on Budget and Finance. 

Among the Report‟s recommendations were the outsourcing of certain functions of the Department and 

determination of the potential for the development of a strategic partnership with Englewood Hospital and 

Medical Center. It was the consensus of the Board that Mr. Cruz should send the memorandum to the 

Mayor.  

 

10. Report on 7-15-11 Meeting with City Manager on Emergency Preparedness 

 

Mr. Cruz reported that he had been meeting jointly with the Bergenfield Health Department on the issue 

of emergency preparedness. Bryan Krane is the OEM Coordinator for the City of Englewood and is 

organizing the training of all potential participants. Ms. Lachman said that the first class will hopefully be 

held this winter, and that more classes will be held throughout the year. She stated that she would be 

manning a table at the Family Health Festival on September 18, 2011 and distributing information on 

CERT teams to the public. Ms. Lachman stated the purpose of a CERT team is to teach residents how to 

take care of themselves, their families, and their immediate area (their block, their church, etc.) in an 

emergency situation. 
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11. Report on 7-15-11 Meeting with Eric Perkins (CERT Volunteer) 

 

Mr. Cruz reported that he had held a meeting with Ms. Lachman, Ms. Greene, and Mr. Eric Perkins of the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints to discuss the development of a CERT team in Englewood in 

collaboration with Bergenfield. Mr. Perkins offered the services of a large group of volunteers from the 

Church.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

12. Resignation of Senior REHS 

 

Mr. Cruz reported that Ms. Kristina Bonanni, Senior Registered Environmental Health Specialist of the 

Department, had submitted her resignation, effective September 30, 2011.  He said she has been a valued 

employee for the last three years. Mr. Cruz said the search process has been initiated. In compliance with 

the Union contract, he must allow five days for internal applicants only.  

 

13. Resignation of Youth Health Educator 

 

Mr. Cruz reported that Ms. Sheena Stanislaus, Youth Health Educator, has also resigned, and that search 

process is now underway. 

 

14. Flu Clinics 

 

Mr. Cruz reported that there are two flu clinics scheduled by the Department. The first is on Friday, 

October 7, 2011, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Englewood Municipal Court, and the second on 

Friday, November 4, 2011, from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., at the Englewood Health Department. He said 

flu vaccines would also be distributed on Sunday, September 18, 2011, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 

the Family Health Festival at TD Bank. He said the Department would also be doing a flu clinic at the 

Bergen Family Center. 

 

15. Public Health Shared Services 

 

Mr. Cruz told the Board that two weeks ago he had met with Mr. Weber of the Emergency Services 

Department of Englewood Hospital and Medical Center. He said the hospital is interested in entering into 

a partnership with the Health Department where the Department would deliver shared services to Leonia 

and possibly to Tenafly and Englewood Cliffs.  

 

16. October 11, 2011 BOH Meeting  

 

Mr. Cruz requested that the Board of Health meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 2011 be re-

scheduled, as on that day, he will be unable to attend. After a discussion of available dates, it was the 

consensus of the Board to hold the meeting on Thursday, October 13, 2011. 

 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Mr. Lustgarten reminded the Secretary to publish a 

notice in the local newspaper of the change of date from October 11 to October 13, 2011. Motion to 

amend the Resolutions to Introduce Ordinances 11-02 and 11-03 to indicate that those ordinances would 

be on for the second reading and adoption on October 13, 2011, rather than on October 11, 2011was made 

by Ms. Lachman and seconded by Ms. Bostick. Motion was approved 5-0. 

 

17. Englewood Community Advocacy & Support of Englewood Health Department 
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Dr. Richard Pierson reported that the meeting of the Friends of the Health Department held this summer 

was well-attended, and there was much interest in re-activating this group. He said that Dr. Suzie Jean-

Louis is very active in the Friends and had a lot to do with getting the group back together. Dr. Pierson 

asked the Board Members to think about their needs and priorities, what would benefit them, and how 

they would design the participation of the Friends before their next meeting.  

 

Dr. Marsan felt it would be more meaningful if an outside group like the Friends brought their ideas in, 

rather than the Board telling the Friends what they need. 

 

18. Other 

 

Ms. Lachman repeated her earlier statement that Ms. Deborah Greene and Ms. Valarie Buchta of the 

Department will be attending the New Jersey Local Boards of Health program on September 24 to speak 

about their jobs and will be representing the Englewood Health Department. She said they will be 

provided with breakfast and lunch that day. She asked if the Board could authorize payment of their 

mileage to Sayreville and back. Mr. Cruz said they would be reimbursed for mileage.  

 

Motion to open the time for public comment was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Ms. Lachman. 

Motion was approved 5-0. 

 

PUBLIC SESSION 
 

There were no questions or comments from the public. Motion to close the time for public comment was 

made by Ms. Lachman, and seconded by Ms. Levien. Motion was approved 5-0. 

 

19. REHS and YHE Search Process 

 

Mr. Cruz stated that for one of the positions above, there is someone in-house that is a very good fit. This 

individual is bilingual, has a CHES certificate, is an MPH student at UMDNJ, and has been with the 

Department for more than a year. Mr. Cruz said he would like to seriously consider him for the REHS 

position. He said he would like to hire him with the proviso that he pass the test for the REHS license 

within twelve months. Mr. Cruz said he would still undertake the search process and interview the other 

candidates, but this person would be considered very strongly for the position, unless he is given a reason 

not to. Mr. Lustgarten and Ms. Bostick felt the search process should be done, and if another appropriate 

candidate is found, should be considered as well.  

 

Mr. Cruz then read the Closed Session Resolution as follows: 

 

 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey permits the public to be 

excluded from certain matters to be discussed by the Board; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Health of the City of Englewood desires to discuss Local 108 contract 

negotiations and the annual performance evaluation of the Director/Health Officer; and 

 

 WHEREAS, these matters are ones which permit the exclusion of the public from such 

discussions; and 

 

 WHEREAS, minutes will be taken during the closed session, and a summary of the minutes will 

be made available to the public by October 13, 2011, or upon approval of the minutes, or once the need 

for confidentiality no longer exists, 
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 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Health of the City of Englewood, that 

the public be excluded, since these matters, as set forth above, are ones which permit the exclusion of the 

public from such discussion:  Collective bargaining agreement negotiations; Employment matters relating 

to an employee unless the employee requests that the matter be discussed in public. 

 

Motion to begin the closed session was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Ms. Lachman. Motion 

was approved 5-0. 

 

(Closed Session) 
 

 The Board was updated on the Local 108 union contract negotiations and told that a date for mediation 

had been set with PERC for October 6, 2011. 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Levien, and seconded by Ms. Bostick. All members voted “aye” in 

favor. The meeting ended at 9:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Nelson Xavier Cruz 

Secretary to the Board 

/jk 

 

 


