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CITY OF ENGLEWOOD 

BOARD OF HEALTH REGULAR MEETING 

November 13, 2013 

1. The regular meeting of the Board of Health, City of Englewood, Bergen County, was called 

to order at 8:05 p.m. by Dr. Lisa L. Wisotsky, President, Board of Health. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Dr. Lisa L. Wisotsky, President; JoEllen Bostick, Vice President; Bertha-Nora Acosta; Dr. Earl 

A. Marsan; and Ketsia Alerte Sadler. 

ALSO PRESENT: 

James Fedorko, Director, Health Services/Health Officer/Secretary to the Board; Richard A. 

Lustgarten, Esq., Board of Health Attorney; and Janet Hart, Confidential Executive Secretary. 

ABSENT/with apology:  Stephanie Davis and Lisa Levien. 

Mr. Fedorko read the Open Public Meetings Statement. All stood to recite the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

2.A. Items for Approval 

Motion to approve Items 2.A.i. (Minutes of October 9, 2013 Meeting); 2. A. ii. (Receipts- 

$11,785.25-October, 2013); 2. A. iii. (Bills-$7,206.00-October, 2013); 2. A. iv. (Employee 

Reports-October, 2013); 2. A. v. (Digest of Mail-October, 2013); and 2. A. vi. 

(Communications-October, 2013). 

Motion to approve Items 2. A. i. – vi. was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Ms. Acosta. 

Motion was approved 5-0. 

2.B. Motion to Approve Retail Licenses – October, 2013 

Mr. Fedorko stated that there were three licenses to be approved, as follows: Englewood on the 

Palisades Charter School, Chef Paty LLC, and Foundation Foods LLC. He said that there had not 

been any written or verbal objection to the approval of these licenses. 

Motion to approve Retail Licenses for October, 2013 was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by 

Ms. Sadler. Motion was approved 5-0. 

2.C. i. Board Liaison Reports 

ii. Committee Reports 
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There were no Board Reports for the month of October, 2013. 

 

PRESENTATION 

3. Heating/Cooling Center Protocols 

Mr. Bryan Krane, representing the Office of Emergency Management (OEM) of the Englewood 

Police Department, reported on the newly-created protocols for the City heating and cooling 

centers. After much discussion, the OEM identified the problem and made a decision on when 

and where to put the plans into effect, using the best practices from the National Weather Service 

and the Bergen County Police Department Office of Emergency Management, and taking special 

circumstances into consideration. 

Mr. Krane explained that the Code Red Heat Alert Plan activation establishes a coordinated 

approach to providing cooling relief to vulnerable populations in the City during a heat crisis. 

The Code Blue Cold Alert Plan activation would provide cold weather relief during a cold 

weather crisis. These heating and cooling centers would be utilized by residents with limited 

resources, certain health issues, and/or senior citizens. Information regarding the location of the 

centers will be made available through the Internet, local media, and/or the City’s Reverse 9-1-1 

system.  

The heating and cooling centers recognized by the City of Englewood Police Department Office 

of Emergency Management are categorized as primary, secondary, and tertiary, and their usage 

depends on how many people need to use them.  

Mr. Krane explained the difference between the heating/cooling centers and heating/cooling 

shelters. An emergency shelter is a facility that provides temporary housing facilities for 

individuals who have been displaced from their place of residence because of emergency, which 

can include a heat or cold emergency. Emergency shelters provide more extensive services than 

cooling/heating centers, including, but not limited to, overnight sheltering, meals, first aid, and 

pet services. 

In order to plan future use of the cooling/heating centers in a more efficient manner, staff at the 

centers will record the number of individuals at the centers on a daily basis. Reports will also be 

submitted on any medical issues, power outages, weather problems, and outreach efforts for each 

Code Red or Code Blue day. Mr. Krane noted that evaluation of these plans will be on a yearly 

basis by the City agencies involved. 

It was the consensus of the Board to approve the following: 

Be it resolved by the Board of Health of the City of Englewood that the Board accepts 

and approves the submissions entitled City of Englewood Police Department Office of 

Emergency Management Code Blue Cold Alert Plan and City of Englewood Police Department 
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Office of Emergency Management Code Red Heat Alert Plan as submitted by Emergency 

Operations Coordinator Bryan Krane on November 13, 2013, and 

 Be it further resolved that the Board of Health recommends that the Liberty School be 

added as a tertiary facility in both plans. 

Motion to approve was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Ms. Sadler. Motion was approved 

5-0. 

OLD BUSINESS 

4. Interlocal Agreement – Englewood/Bergenfield 

Mr. Fedorko reported that the Interlocal Mutual Aid Health Services Agreement between the 

Communities of Englewood and Bergenfield for Public Health Preparedness and Response to 

Public Health Threats and Emergencies was approved on October 25, 2013, and signed by all 

parties. He stated that in the event of a bioterrorist attack, outbreak of infectious disease, or other 

public health threat, emergency, or incident, the Health Departments of Englewood and 

Bergenfield will share resources. 

5. Englewood Family Health Festival 

Mr. Fedorko reported that the Englewood Family Health Festival was held on October 25, 2013, 

at Englewood Hospital and Medical Center, and more than 150 people attended. He referred the 

Board to the Department’s After-Action Review of the festival and said discussion of the 2014 

festival could be discussed at the January, 2014 meeting. A discussion ensued regarding the 

location of the festival and the best time of year to hold it. 

6. Flu Clinics 

Mr. Fedorko reported that the number of flu vaccines administered so far in 2013 has increased 

over the numbers for 2012. He emphasized the excellent customer service provided by the Public 

Health Nurse, who administers the vaccines, and the Health Educator, who assists with the 

paperwork, provides information, answers questions from the residents, and maintains an orderly 

flow of patients. After the final flu clinic on November 15, 2013, Mr. Fedorko said there will be 

an After-Action Review of the clinics, listing where they succeeded and how they might be 

improved in the future. 

7. 2014 Budget 

Dr. Wisotsky reported that at the Department budget meeting, the recommendations discussed at 

the last Board meeting were made. These recommendations will be included in the budget to be 

presented to the City Council.  
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NEW BUSINESS 

8. Lecture/Screening – Prostate Cancer 

Mr. Fedorko reported that the Department is working with the Bergen County Department of 

Health CEED Program (Cancer Education and Early Detection Program). Following Dr. Elliot 

Shulman’s lecture on prostate health at the Englewood Public Library on December 3, interested 

persons can meet a representative from the CEED Program to see if they qualify for free cancer 

screenings. 

9. World AIDS Day 

Since December 1 (World AIDS Day) falls on a Sunday this year, Mr. Fedorko said the 

Department would be visiting the high school on December 3. He said there will be several guest 

speakers meeting with the students. The Health Educator of the Department is working with Liz 

Corsini of The Zone on this event. The students are not required to attend these meetings, but the 

teachers are strongly encouraged to take their students to them. 

10. Other 

Dr. Wisotsky referred to an article published by the Englewood Environmental Commission on 

why residents should not keep leaves in the street. The article lists the danger this causes, such as 

car fires, slippery road conditions, etc. Instead, the article recommends keeping the leaves in the 

yard. The City allows residents to put their leaves in the street two days prior to their collection 

by DPW.  

A discussion ensued regarding this issue, and it was agreed that, for many reasons, it would be 

better not to allow leaves in the street. However, the other aspects of the leaf issue involve cost, 

leaf collection schedules, and residents who are senior citizens and/or who cannot afford to hire a 

landscaper for their yard work. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Motion to open the time for public comment was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Ms. 

Acosta. Motion was approved 5-0. 

Ms. Laura Vogel, 318 Marlboro Road, Englewood 

Ms. Vogel stated that the DPW had sent out a flyer requesting residents to bag their leaves, and 

the trucks are out almost every day collecting the bags. But the issue she wanted to bring up was 

the pesticides being used by landscapers in Englewood. According to her research, the County 

requires labeled containers for the pesticides being applied; the wind speed and direction must be 

taken into consideration, as well as the distance to nearby waterways; and the operator must be 

able to offer residents a “tech sheet” explaining what the product being used consists of. 

Pesticides in the air can have very serious effects on certain segments of the population. 



BOH Regular Meeting – November 13, 2013 Page 5 
 

Ms. Vogel asked who is supposed to check landscapers’ identification and authorization for 

applying pesticides, the manner in which the pesticide or insecticide is being applied, and who is 

responsible for the enforcement of County rules and regulations for the application of pesticide. 

Mr. Fedorko told Mr. Krane that he would provide him with the proper contact person at the 

County so the Police Department could acquire more knowledge on this subject and have correct 

referral information. 

There were no further comments or questions from the public. Motion to close the time for 

public comment was made by Ms. Bostick, and seconded by Ms. Sadler. Motion was approved 

5-0. 

Mr. Lustgarten then read the Closed Session Resolution as follows: 

 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey permits the public 

to be excluded from certain matters to be discussed by the Board; and 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Health of the City of Englewood desires to discuss a personnel 

matter; and 

 WHEREAS, these matters are ones which permit the exclusion of the public from such 

discussions; and 

 WHEREAS, minutes will be taken during the closed session, and a summary of the 

minutes will be made available to the public by December 31, 2013 or thereafter if the matter is 

not resolved prior to that date, and once the need for confidentiality no longer exists, the minutes 

will be made available to the public,  

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Health of the City of 

Englewood, that the public be excluded, since these matters, as set forth above, are ones which 

permit the exclusion of the public from such discussion: Employment matters relating to a 

specific current employee unless the individual requests in writing that the matter be discussed in 

public.  

Mr. Lustgarten then asked Mr. Fedorko if he had received an answer from the employee, in 

writing or orally, that they wished the matter to be discussed in public, and Mr. Fedorko said he 

had not. Motion to approve the Resolution to go into Closed Session was made by Ms. Bostick, 

and seconded by Ms. Sadler. Motion was approved 5-0. The Open Session ended at 9:45 p.m. 

(Closed Session) 

The Board discussed a personnel item. 

The Board returned to Open Session at 10:30 p.m. The Board President, Dr. Wisotsky, requested 

a return to Closed Session. Mr. Lustgarten, Board of Health Attorney, read the Resolution to 

return to Closed Session, as follows: 
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 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey permits the public 

to be excluded from certain matters to be discussed by the Board; and 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Health of the City of Englewood desires to discuss a prior 

employee; and 

 WHEREAS, these matters are ones which permit the exclusion of the public from such 

discussions; and 

 WHEREAS, minutes will be taken during the closed session, and a summary of the 

minutes will be made available to the public by December 31, 2013, or upon approval of the 

minutes, and once the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Health of the City of 

Englewood, that the public be excluded, since these matters, as set forth above, are ones which 

permit the exclusion of the public from such discussion: Employment issues relating to pending 

litigation. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a RICE notice is not required in this matter because 

discussion relates to a former employee, not a current employee. 

Motion to approve the Resolution to return to Closed Session was made by Dr. Wisotsky, and 

seconded by Ms. Acosta. Motion was approved 5-0. Mr. Fedorko and Ms. Hart were excused 

from the Closed Session by Dr. Wisotsky. 

(Closed Session) 

The Board returned to Closed Session to discuss pending litigation. 

ADJOURN 

There being no further business to discuss, motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Bostick, and 

seconded by Ms. Sadler. All members voted “aye,” in favor. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

James Fedorko 

Secretary to the Board 

/jh 


