
Page 1 of 5 
 City Council Meeting Minutes February 1, 2011 

City of Englewood 
City Council Meeting Minutes 

 

February 1, 2011 
 
A Regular Formal Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, New Jersey, was held 
in the Municipal Court in the Public Safety Building commencing at 7:30 P.M.  
 
Roll Call: Present:     Council member Ken Rosenzweig 
    Council member Michael Cohen 
    Council member Scott Reddin 
    Council member Lynne Algrant  
    Mayor / Council President Frank Huttle III 
    City Manager Daniel Fitzpatrick 
    Assistant City Manager Robert Gorman 
    City Solicitor William Bailey 

City Clerk Lauren Vande Vaarst        
 

Absent:  Council member Jack Drakeford 
 

Council President Huttle called the meeting to order. 

 The City Clerk stated that adequate notice of this meeting was given by the posting, filing and distribution of 
the Annual Notice of Meetings as required by the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
Communications from the Mayor/Council Members: 
 
RESOLUTION #042-02-01-11 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING MINUTES 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following minutes be and are hereby accepted and filed:  
 

COUNCIL MEETING 
January 18, 2011 

 
COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant X X    
Rosenzweig    X  
Reddin  X    
Cohen  X    
Drakeford     X 

 
   
RESOLUTION #043-02-01-11 

APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND CLAIMS 
 

WHEREAS, The Chief Financial Officer has certified and submitted a consolidated bill and claims list for payment; and 
 

WHEREAS, all bills and claims listed herewith have been encumbered and sufficient funds are available for payment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the required signatures have all been obtained on each voucher on the attached list. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Englewood, that the bills and claims on the 

submitted list are hereby approved for payment in the total amount of $1,176,683.55. 
 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Algrant X X    
Rosenzweig  X    
Reddin  X    
Cohen  X    
Drakeford     X 
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Public Comment on Agenda Items: 
 No comments from the public 
 
 
RESOLUTION # 044-02-01-11  

PLACE –TO- PLACE TRANSFER  
OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE  

 
 WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a place to place transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License #0215-33-
045-010, Sotland & Gettenberg, LLC t/a Grand Cru Food & Wine, for the purpose of expanding the premises under license wherein 
the sale, service and storage of alcoholic beverages are authorized; and 
 

WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the transfer fees have been paid, and the license 
has been properly renewed for the current license term; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Englewood does hereby approve, effective 

July 20, 2010, the expansion of the aforesaid Plenary Retail Consumption Licensed premises, Sotland & Gettenberg, LLC t/a Grand 
Cru Food & Wine, located at 36-40 North Street, Englewood, New Jersey to place under license the front sidewalk area as 
delineated in the application form and the sketch of the licensed premises attached thereto. 

 
COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant X X    
Rosenzweig  X    

Reddin  X    

Cohen  X    
Drakeford     X 

 
  
RESOLUTION #045-02-01-11 

        AWARD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT  
TO PIAZZA ENGINEERING FOR NORDHOFF PLACE SURVEY 

      
 WHEREAS, the City of Englewood has completed the plans and specifications for the Nordhoff Place construction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this project is fully funded but could not be completed until the Bergen County Utilities Authority completed 
the installation of its bypass sewer line which is directly under the proposed roadway; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to obtain bids and complete bid documents, the City needs a survey done of the existing conditions 
of the entire roadway; and 
          
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the City Engineer, the City Council has determined, based on professional 
experience, expertise and reputation, to award a contract for such services to Piazza Engineering, 2-14 Fair Lawn Avenue, Fair 
Lawn, NJ 07410, pursuant to NJ.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 as other than a “Fair and Open” contract as defined therein; and 
          
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A: 1 1-1 et. seq.) authorizes the award of such professional 
services contracts without competitive bidding; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Manager has determined that the value of this contract will not exceed $19,500.00 for the survey of 
Nordhoff Place existing roadway conditions: 
 
 WHEREAS, Piazza Engineering will complete and submit a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and a Political 
Contribution Disclosure Form certifying that the firm has not made or will make any reportable contributions that would bar the 
award of this contract under the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-1 et seq. and City of Englewood Ordinance No. 07-31; and 
          
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds are available to award this contract and a copy of 
said certification is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
          
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, State of New 
Jersey that a professional services contract is hereby awarded to Piazza Engineering to provide professional services, and the City 
Manager and City Clerk are hereby authorized to execute and attest to an agreement between the City of Englewood and Piazza 
Engineering to provide for the survey of Nordhoff Place; 
          
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of the within resolution, together with a copy of the Agreement and that the 
Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value, be on file in the Office of the City Clerk and be available for 
public inspection during regular business hours; and 
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  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a brief notice to  
be published once in the Press Journal newspaper stating the nature, duration, service, and amount   
of the contract and that the resolution and contract are on file and available for public inspection in the 
office of the City Clerk. 
 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Algrant X X    
Rosenzweig  X    

Reddin  X    

Cohen  X    
Drakeford     X 

 
 
RESOLUTION #046-02-01-11 

        APPOINT MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE 
       
  WHEREAS, the City of Englewood operates a Municipal Court and is required by law to have a Municipal Court Judge to 
preside over court sessions; and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Englewood, County of Bergen, hereby 
reappoints James E. Dow, Jr. as the Municipal Court Judge for a three (3) year term, commencing January 1, 2011 through 
December 31, 2013. 
          

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Algrant X X    
Rosenzweig  X    

Reddin  X    

Cohen  X    
Drakeford     X 

 
 
Work Session: 
 

• Snow Removal on Sidewalks 
o Walter Deptuch, Acting Construction Code Official provided an overview of the inspection process for 

snow removal from sidewalk s 
o As per the City Ordinance, all snow and ice must be removed from sidewalks within 24 hours after the 

snow has ceased falling or after the ice has formed. 
o The City currently has two (2) Property Maintenance officers to do all of the inspections where there 

used to be five. 
o Inspections usually begin with the areas surrounding schools and houses of worship, expands to the 

business districts, bus stops, areas where complaints have been received and areas that have a 
tendency to be noncompliant. 

o A summons is issued to the property/homeowner ($100 plus court costs) and if no response then further 
summonses are issued. People usually take care of the snow/ice after the first summons and their 
neighbors tend to quickly comply once they know one was issued. 

o 90% of the summonses issued tend to be first timers. 
o On average, 18-20 summonses are issued per snow/ice event. 
o Mayor Huttle asked the City Manager to be sure that while the City is making sure that others comply, 

that we need to be doing our best job to remove snow and ice from parks, underneath overpasses, and 
public areas. 

 
• Central Business District Dumpsters  

o Bob Gorman, Assistant City Manager, explained the issue regarding dumpsters in the Bergen Street 
Parking Lot. 

o This is a city owned lot and is heavily trafficked. The dumpsters from the local businesses are 
overflowing and not properly maintained which causes an unsightly mess in the parking lot. 

o A solution is to place a couple of compacting dumpsters in place which would contain the trash better 
and more efficiently. 
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o Because the City owns the property it can insist that business owners comply with whatever plan the 
City puts in place there in regard to the containment of garbage. 

o The City would need to install concrete pads and electricity for the compacters, and this will cost about 
$15,000 - $20,000. 

o The City needs to contact the business and property owners to tell them what we are looking to do. 
Then put together a proposal for hauling companies.  The business and property owners would be billed 
directly for the service by the hauling company. 

o Administration needs the green light from the City Council to begin the process. 
 

• Budget Workshop – Fire Department 
o Gerald Marion, Acting Fire Chief and Lt. Jeff Kaplan, EMS Officer 
o Fire Department staffing is at its lowest level. There is not a lot of leeway in the budget because 96.4% 

is Salary & Wages. 
o The department has initiated an austerity program which includes: 

  The Acting Fire Chief taking a pay cut which he feels will help in dealing with the Unions. 
 Issued an order allowing officers to decide if they need to issue a Company Recall (4 staffers) 

or a Group Recall (13 staffers). Before it was an automatic Group Recall that would be issued. 
 Believes that overtime can be reduced but an in depth analysis would be required. 
 Evened out shifts to 10 staff/ shift. 
 Fueling vehicles 3 days / week which should result in savings of gallons per month. 

o Provides daytime EMS services to the City and in 2010 realized a $40,000 profit on billings of $400,000. 
o 2,043 calls per year but FD missed 250 calls because service is not provided round the clock. 
o Wants to increase rates and mileages charges to bring EMS fees in line with other communities. 

Recovers 60% of operating costs due to 3rd party billing. 
o Discussed Shared Services, and no longer sharing dispatch with Teaneck because they are doing it 

internally between their own Police and Fire Depts. Is discussing shared services of dispatch with 
Hackensack. Feels that the most effective method for Englewood is sharing dispatch between our own 
Police, Fire and EMS. 

o The union contract is still in arbitration but the following pay increases have been set aside in reserve; 
 2009 - 3.5% 
 2010 - 2% 
 2011-  2% 

o Spoke about current conditions in Firehouse and that they are currently OSHA compliant. Question is 
whether to renovate or build new and the cost of each option. 

o Asked if they are maximizing the usage of civilians in the department and they are. 
 
 
Public Session: 

• Elle Kelly 350 Shepard Avenue –  
o Snow is not being cleaned from Fire Hydrants and Parking Meters. 
o Asked why only the ends of sidewalks are being cleared to access the street and not in between. 
o Pothole repairs need to be done, i.e. by the Route 4 Diner 
o What is the status of the Lincoln School RFP, and can it be used for a job training center? 
o Brick pavers by the monument are sinking. 

• Rosemary Scott 315 Shepard Avenue – asked when the Budget hearings will be held and can the public 
speak.  It was explained that they started tonight and will be continuing department by department. The 
public can certainly speak at Budget hearings. 
 
 

RESOLUTION #047-02-01-11 
 

PERMIT THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ENGLEWOOD TO ENTER INTO CLOSED SESSION 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Englewood, pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, 
that the Council meet in closed session to discuss the following subject matter: 

                    
Litigation and Personnel 

 
Which subject matter is permitted to be discussed in closed session pursuant to the following designated sub-section(s) of 

Section 7 of the Open Public Meetings Act: 
 
( ) Sub-section 1 dealing with material rendered confidential by express provision of Federal or State law. 
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( ) Sub-section 2 covering a matter in which release of information would impair a right to receive federal funds. 
 
( ) Sub-section 3 involving disclosure of material which would constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy, including 
material related to an individual’s personal and family circumstances, without the express written consent of the individual involved. 
 
( ) Sub-section 4 pertaining to collective bargaining agreements and the terms, conditions, and negotiations thereof. 
 
( ) Sub-section 5 dealing with the acquisition of real property, the settling of bank rates, or the investment of public funds 
where discussion thereof would adversely affect the public interest. 
 
( ) Sub-section 6 dealing with tactics and techniques used in protecting the safety and property of the public where disclosure 
could impair such protection or investigation of violation of the law. 
 
(X) Sub-section 7 dealing with pending or anticipated litigation, contract negotiations, or matters falling within the attorney-
client privilege. 
 
(X) Sub-section 8 dealing concerning personnel matters dealing with employment, appointment, termination, or terms and 
conditions of employment of any person or persons, or the evaluation, promotion or disciplining of employees unless all employees 
involved consent to disclosure thereof. 
 
( ) Sub-section 9 involving deliberations after public hearing on a matter which may result in the imposition of a civil penalty 
or the suspension or loss of a license. 
 
 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as precisely as can be determined at this time, the discussion conducted in the 
said closed session can be disclosed to the public upon taking final action thereon, provided disclosure shall not violate the attorney-
client privilege or constitute an undue invasion of privacy; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, although it is not envisioned that the Council will return to open session after this 
meeting, the Council reserves the right to do so upon conclusion of the closed session. 

 
COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant X X    
Rosenzweig  X    
Reddin  X    
Cohen  X    
Drakeford     X 

  
 

ADJOURN: 11:00PM 
Motion: Algrant 
All in Favor 
 
 
 
 
Lauren Vande Vaarst, RMC 
City Clerk 
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