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City of Englewood 
 

City Council Work Shop 
Meeting Minutes 

 
January 14, 2014 at 7:30pm 

A Workshop Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, New Jersey, was held in the Municipal 
Court in the Public Safety Building commencing at 7:30 P.M.  

ROLL CALL:  Present:   Council member Marc Forman  
Council member Michael Cohen  

     Council member Eugene Skurnick  
     Council member Wayne Hamer 

Council member Lynne Algrant  
     Mayor/Council President Frank Huttle III  
     City Attorney William Bailey 
     City Manager Timothy Dacey 
     City Clerk Lauren Vande Vaarst   
 
 President Huttle called the meeting to order. 
 
 The City Clerk stated that adequate notice of this meeting was given by the posting, filing and distribution of the notice as 
required by the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
 
Mayoral Proclamation: 
 
Mayor Huttle presented a proclamation to representatives of the National Council of Jewish Women in honor and support of this 
organization’s efforts to stop the heinous global practice of Human Trafficking. 
 
 
ORDINANCE #14-01 

 
BOND ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $7,650,000 FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A FIRE HOUSE AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF $7,267,500 OF BONDS AND/OR BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES FOR SAID IMPROVEMENT, AUTHORIZED TO 
BE UNDERTAKEN IN AND BY THE CITY OF ENGLEWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ENGLEWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all the members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1. The improvement and purpose described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance are hereby authorized as a 
capital improvement to be made or acquired by the City of Englewood, County of Bergen, New Jersey (hereinafter referred to as the 
“City”). For said improvement or purpose stated in Section 3 hereof, there is hereby appropriated the sum of $7,650,000. A down 
payment of $382,500 is herein appropriated from the capital improvement fund or other funds of the City as the downpayment for 
the purposes or improvements authorized herein, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Bond Law (N.J.S.A.40A:2-1 et seq., 
hereinafter the “Law”).  
 
 Section 2. For the financing of said obligations and to meet the part of said $7,650,000 appropriation not otherwise 
provided for hereunder, negotiable bonds of the City are hereby authorized to be issued in a principal amount not to exceed 
$7,267,500 pursuant to the Local Bond Law. In anticipation of the issuance of said bonds, negotiable bond anticipation notes in the 
principal amount not to exceed $7,267,500 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to and within the limitations prescribed by 
said Law. In the event that bonds are issued pursuant to this Ordinance, the aggregate amount of bond anticipation notes hereby 
authorized to be issued shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal amount of the bonds so issued. If the aggregate 
amount of outstanding bonds and bond anticipation notes issued pursuant to this ordinance shall at any time exceed $7,267,500, 
the moneys raised by the issuance of said bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, be applied to the payment of 
such bond anticipation notes then outstanding, at maturity. Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be 
dated on or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date, shall bear interest at a rate per 
annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to 
and within the limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. Each of said bond anticipation notes shall be signed and shall be under 
the seal of said City and attested as permitted by law. The appropriate City officers are hereby authorized to execute said bond 
anticipation notes and to issue said notes in such form as may be adopted in conformity with law.  The power to determine all 
matters in connection with this ordinance and also the power to sell said bond anticipation notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief 
Financial Officer of the City (the “Financial Officer”), who is hereby authorized to sell said bond anticipation notes either at one time 
or from time to time in the manner provided by law and the Financial Officer’s signature upon the notes shall be conclusive evidence 
as to all such determinations. The Financial Officer is authorized and directed to report in writing to the governing body at the 
meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of bond anticipation notes pursuant to this ordinance is made, such 
report to include the principal amount, description, interest rate and maturity of the bond anticipation notes sold, the price obtained 
and the name of the purchaser. 
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 Section 3. The improvement hereby authorized and the purpose for which said obligations are to be issued is as follows: 
 

   
 
 
Improvements/Purposes 

 
 
 
Estimated  Cost 

Downpayment 
(Capital 
Improvement 
Fund) 

 
Bonds or 
Notes 
Authorized 

 
Useful 
Life 
(Years) 

Construction of a new Fire House to include 
but not limited to building design and 
construction, site work, furniture and 
equipment, construction management, 
contingency for additional expenses and 
costs,  and including all costs, improvements, 
equipment and/or appurtenances necessary 
therefore and related thereto. 

$7,650,000 $382,500 $7,267,500 30 

 
 Section 4. The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 
 

(a)  The purpose described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance is not a current expense and is property or an 
improvement which the City may lawfully acquire or make as a general improvement, and no part of the cost thereof has 
been or shall be specially assessed on property specially benefitted thereby. 
 
(b) The period of usefulness of said purpose is within the limitations of the Local Bond Law taking into 
consideration the amount of obligations authorized by this bond ordinance, the period of usefulness is 30 years. 
 
(c)  The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office 
of the City Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been filed in the office of the Director of the Division of 
Local Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey, and such Statement 
shows that the gross debt of the City determined as provided in said Law is increased by this bond ordinance by 
$7,267,500 and obligations authorized and/or hereunder will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Law. 
 
(d) Amounts not exceeding $1,530,000 in the aggregate for interest on said obligations, costs of issuing said 
obligations, engineering costs, legal fees and other items of expense listed and permitted under N.J.S.A. 40A:2-20 of the 
Local Bond Law may be included as part of the costs of said improvements and are included in the foregoing estimates 
thereof. 

 
 Section 5.  Any grant or other moneys received for the purpose described in Section 3 hereof, shall be applied either to 
direct payment of the cost of the improvement, obligation or acquisition or to payment of the obligation issued pursuant to this 
ordinance and the amount of the obligations authorized herein for such purpose shall be reduced accordingly.   
 
 Section 6. The full faith and credit of the City are hereby pledged  to the punctual payment of the principal of and interest 
on the said obligations authorized by this bond ordinance.  Said obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the City, and, 
unless paid from other revenues of the City, the City shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within 
the City for the payment of said obligations and interest thereon without limitation as to rate or amount. 
 
 Section 7. The capital budget of the City is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent 
of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated by the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, 
Department of Community Affairs, showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the 
Director of the Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the City Clerk and is available there for public inspection. 
 
 Section 8. The City reasonably expects to reimburse any expenditures towards the costs of the improvement or purpose 
described in Section 3 of this ordinance and paid prior to the issuance of any bonds or notes authorized by this ordinance with the 
proceeds of such bonds or notes. No funds from sources other than the bonds or notes authorized herein has been or is reasonably 
expected to be reserved, allocated on a long-term basis or otherwise set aside by the City, pursuant to its budget or financial 
policies with respect to any expenditures to be reimbursed. This Section is intended to be and hereby is a declaration of the City’s 
official intent to reimburse any expenditures towards the costs of the improvement or purpose described in Section 3 hereof to be 
incurred and paid prior to the issuance of bonds or notes authorized herein in accordance with Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-
2(e), and no action (or inaction) will be an artifice or device in accordance with Treasury Regulation Section 1.148-10 to avoid, in 
whole or in part, arbitrage yield restrictions or arbitrage rebate requirements. 

 
 Section 9. To the extent that any previous ordinance or resolution is inconsistent with or contradictory hereto, said 
ordinance or resolution is hereby repealed or amended to the extent necessary to make it consistent herewith. 

 
 Section 10. The provisions of this ordinance are severable.  To the extent any clause, phrase, sentence, 
paragraph or provision of this ordinance shall be declared invalid, illegal, or unconstitutional, the remaining provisions shall continue 
in full force and effect. 
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 Section 11. This Bond Ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after the first publication thereof after final 
adoption, as provided by said Local Bond Law. 
 
FIRST READING DATE: January 14, 2014 
COUNCIL MOTION VOTE 
Algrant  Y 
Forman X Y 
Skurnick  Y 
Cohen  Y 
Hamer  Y 
 
Mayor and Council comments on Ordinance #14-01: 

• Councilman Skurnick requested an itemized list of costs for the Firehouse. Councilwoman Algrant believes that the list 
was included in the last Weekly Update of December 2013. Mr. Dacey said that he will check on it.  

• Councilman Skurnick wants confirmation that this is the final costs. Mr. Dacey explained that he will issue a new memo 
and that the Bond Ordinance amounts are based upon estimates of the Architect and also an Estimator that was hired to 
review the original estimates. This project will be publicly bid and we will not know what the final numbers will be until the 
Bids are received and opened. Councilman Skurnick asked if Bids come in lower than will balance of the bond that is not 
needed be canceled and Mr. Dacey replied that it will. It is the opinion of the City Manager and City Engineer that the 
amount being bonded is sufficient.  

• Councilman Hamer is glad that the bond ordinance for the Jack Drakeford Firehouse is being introduced tonight. He 
would like workshops held so that local businesses can learn what they have to do to participate in the bidding process on 
this project. 

• Mayor Huttle made the building of a new firehouse a priority of his he when became Mayor. Feels that the naming of the 
firehouse in honor of Jack Drakeford is appropriate and meaningful. 

 
 
Swearing-In of Police Officer and Probationary Fire Fighters 
 

• Police Officer: 
o Christopher Colon 

 
• Probationary Fire Fighters: 

o Tarrant Anderson 
o Andrew Taylor Jr. 

 
Vote to Add Resolution #038-01-14-14 to the Agenda for Vote: 
 
Motion made by Councilman Hamer and seconded by Councilman Skurnick. 
 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Algrant  X    
Forman  X    
Skurnick  X    
Cohen  X    
Hamer X X    
 
 
Mayor and Council comments on Resolution #038-01-14-14: 

• Councilman Skurnick asked questions regarding some of the properties on the list. He would like an explanation attached 
when there are appeals of $100,000.  

 
RESOLUTION #038-01-14-14 

REFUNDS DUE TO STATE TAX APPEALS 
 

WHEREAS,  a judgment has been received from the Tax Court of New Jersey for the following Block and Lots in the City 
of Englewood; and 

 
WHEREAS, the said judgments have created and overpayment on the tax account listed for said years;  

 
  NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Englewood, in the County of Bergen, State of 
New Jersey, that the Chief Financial Officer be and he is hereby authorized to refund overpayment of the property taxes in the 
amount of $236,070.91 for said years due to successful tax court judgments. 
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COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Algrant  X    
Forman  X    
Skurnick  X    
Cohen X X    
Hamer  X    
 
 
Ordinances for Discussion: 

• Stop Signs at intersection of Chestnut Street/Johnson Avenue/Brayton Street: 
o The decision was made to place this on January 28th agenda for Introduction/First Reading. 

 
• Amend prohibitions on right turn on red- Van Nostrand Avenue and Broad Avenue: 

o Councilman Cohen opposes this ordinance and gave an overview of the history of this intersection. Suggested 
that the times in the current ordinance be amended because they reflect a time when the Roosevelt building 
was still being used as a school but Right on Red should not be prohibited at all times. 

o Councilman Skurnick suggested that we do not place this on the January 28th agenda and discuss it further. 
o Councilwoman Algrant spoke about the NJDOT traffic study and that we should wait for the results of that 

before amending the ordinance. 
o Councilman Cohen agreed with Ms. Algrant and that we should not compound problems at this intersection. 

 
• Amend Membership of Recreation Advisory Committee: 

o Councilman Cohen likes the idea of adding additional members. 
o Councilwoman Algrant agreed with the expansion from 8 to 12 members. 
o Councilman Hamer asked how the addition of these members will help with quorum issues. 
o Councilman Forman explained that there are members who never attend any meetings and he is trying to 

encourage more input and involvement of the members. 
o Councilman Skurnick does not understand why we are looking to expand this committee. He is most concerned 

where the at-large members are coming from. 
o Councilman Forman stated that additional volunteers have come forward. This is an advisory board and quorum 

issues are not relevant because they do not vote but the opinions and input from more members would be 
valuable. 

o Councilwoman Algrant spoke in support of this ordinance and that the goal is to obtain a better balance of 
membership. 

o Further discussion ensued but it was decided to place this on the January 28th agenda for Introduction/First 
Reading. 
 

• Amend Tree Ordinance: 
o Ken Albert reviewed this and explained that there are 2 goals; to achieve greater adherence and to have less 

trees removed. 
 Mr. Albert spoke about input from the Englewood Environmental Commission (ECC). 
 Mr. Bailey needs to review item #2 in regard to State requirements for licensing of Contractors. If 

Contractors can be licensed then when they register at DPW they will be handed the City’s 
regulations. 

o Councilman Skurnick spoke about the City’s Landscaper license and lack of enforcement. Mr. Dacey explained 
that if they are not licensed by the City then they cannot drop off yard debris at DPW. Councilman Skurnick 
wants the City to license and enforce landscaper for both grass and trees. 

o Councilwoman Algrant explained that the ECC wants to decrease the fees for removal of trees because it will 
increase compliance with the law. The ECC also recommends that the cost of the bond for replanting be 
increased so when the bond holder defaults the City can then use that money to plant trees elsewhere in the 
City. 

o Mr. Albert suggested charging $50 for the tree fee with the regulated tree being the 3rd tree removed over a 
three year period and the charging $250 for the tree bond. He also suggests using the ECC (or City Manager) 
as the Appeal Agent. 

o Councilman Hamer spoke about the City better informing the public in regard to ordinances and resolutions. 
o Councilwoman Algrant summarized what was discussed; lower tree fee, increase bond fee and add an appeal 

process.  
o The decision was made to place this on January 28th agenda for Introduction/First Reading. 

 
• Limiting Changes in Topography: 

o Mr. Dacey explained that a raise in the height of a property by 2 feet or more and then it must go to the Board of 
Adjustment. 

o Ken Albert explained that the ECC was concerned with drainage, run off and steep slopes but these are already 
covered in the current code. 

o The decision was made to place this on January 28th agenda for Introduction/First Reading. 
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Resolutions for Discussion: 
• 2013 Reserve Budget Transfers 
• Award Professional Services Contract for Real Estate Appraiser to Defend the 2013 Tax Appeals Filed with the Bergen 

County Board of Taxation 
• Award Professional Services Contract to Piazza Engineering for Surveys of Englewood Streets  
• Refunds Due to County Board of Taxation Appeals 
• Refund Due to Veteran Deduction 
• Refund Due to Veteran Deduction 
• Place -To- Place Transfer of Plenary Retail Distribution License  
• Cancellation of Old Outstanding Checks 
• Resolution for a Zero Percent Tax Rate Increase in the 2014 Municipal Budget 
• Resolution to Approve Changes in Schedule of Dues for Flat Rock Brook Nature Association 

 
 
Public Session: 

• Elle Kelly 350 Shepard Avenue: 
o Spoke about consolidation of services for the community. 
o Commented that snow piles are too high (10 feet) throughout the City and are a danger to children. 
o Englewood Avenue needs to be repaired between Bennett Avenue and the railroad tracks. 
o Wants the Mayor present at all Council meetings. 
o Spoke in support of the Record newspaper. 
o Not happy with the change in the definition of City trees from 4 feet from the curb line to 10 feet a few years ago 

and that this places a burden on taxpayers. Should go back to 10 feet. 
 

• Norman Gorlyn 150 Madison Avenue: 
o Spoke about Bond Ordinance #14-01, section #5. Wants this section to be amended to state that proceeds from 

the sale of the current firehouse will be used to offset the cost of the new firehouse. He commented that the 
$1.5 million in soft costs include in this bond seems excessive. Mr. Dacey said that he will send him the 
breakdown of the bond costs. 

o Asked why there is a problem with cutting down dead trees. 
 

• Mack Cauthen 252 Cambridge Avenue: 
o Spoke about the 44th celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. Day on Monday, January 20, 2104. 
o Not pleased with Time Warner Cable’s decision to stop local NJ news as of January 1, 2014 and asked about 

the current cable contract. Mr. Bailey spoke about federal and state regulations regarding cable companies and 
municipalities. 
 

• Sandy Greenberg 449 Liberty Road: 
o Feels that the resident rates at the ice arena are too high and prefers $5.00 so more people can afford to skate. 
o Asked when the issue of the future management of the arena be on the Agenda. Councilwoman Algrant said in 

February. 
o Announced a program being held at bergenPAC tomorrow evening on awareness of human trafficking. 
o Thanked the Council President for being hands on in regard to the disturbances on Engle Street. 
o Does not like the design of the firehouse and feels that superior architects should be used. 
o Spoke about cars not stopping for pedestrians at crosswalks. 

 
• Mr. Dacey announced that there will be free public ice skating on Monday, January 20th in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day from 1pm to 6pm. 
• Councilman Hamer requested a resolution at the January 28th meeting honoring Reverend Vernon Walton since he is 

leaving Mt. Calvary Baptist Church in Englewood to preside over a church in Virginia. The decision was made to place this 
on January 28th agenda 

 
 
RESOLUTION #039-01-14-14 

PERMIT THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ENGLEWOOD TO ENTER INTO CLOSED SESSION 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Englewood, pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, 
that the Council meet in closed session to discuss the following subject matter: 

 
Personnel and Litigation  

 
Which subject matter is permitted to be discussed in closed session pursuant to the following designated sub-section(s) of 

Section 7 of the Open Public Meetings Act: 
 
( ) Sub-section 1dealing with material rendered confidential by express provision of Federal or State law. 
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( ) Sub-section 2 covering a matter in which release of information would impair a right to receive federal funds. 
 
( ) Sub-section 3 involving disclosure of material which would constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy, including 
material related to an individual’s personal and family circumstances, without the express written consent of the individual involved. 
 
( ) Sub-section 4 pertaining to collective bargaining agreements and the terms, conditions, and negotiations thereof. 
 
( ) Sub-section 5 dealing with the acquisition of real property, the settling of bank rates, or the investment of public funds 
where discussion thereof would adversely affect the public interest. 
 
( ) Sub-section 6 dealing with tactics and techniques used in protecting the safety and property of the public where disclosure 
could impair such protection or investigation of violation of the law. 
 
(X) Sub-section 7 dealing with pending or anticipated litigation, contract negotiations, or matters falling within the attorney-
client privilege. 
 
(X) Sub-section 8 dealing concerning personnel matters dealing with employment, appointment, termination, or terms and 
conditions of employment of any person or persons, or the evaluation, promotion or disciplining of employees unless all employees 
involved consent to disclosure thereof. 
 
( ) Sub-section 9 involving deliberations after public hearing on a matter which may result in the imposition of a civil penalty 
or the suspension or loss of a license. 
 
 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as precisely as can be determined at this time, the discussion conducted in the 
said closed session can be disclosed to the public upon taking final action thereon, provided disclosure shall not violate the attorney-
client privilege or constitute an undue invasion of privacy; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, although it is not envisioned that the Council will return to open session after this 
meeting, the Council reserves the right to do so upon conclusion of the closed session. 

  
COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    
Forman   X    
Skurnick  X    
Cohen  X    
Hamer  X X    
 
 
ADJOURN: 10:36 PM 
Motion: Algrant 
All in Favor   
 
 
Lauren Vande Vaarst, RMC 
City Clerk 
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