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City of Englewood 
 

City Council Work Shop 
Meeting Minutes 

 

September 9, 2014 at 7:30pm 
A Workshop Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, New Jersey, was held in the Municipal 
Court in the Public Safety Building commencing at 7:30 P.M.  

 

ROLL CALL:  Present:   Council member Marc Forman  

     Council member Eugene Skurnick  
     Council member Wayne Hamer (8:17pm) 

Council President Lynne Algrant 
     Mayor Frank Huttle III (8pm) 

City Clerk Lauren Vande Vaarst 
     City Attorney William Bailey 
     City Manager Timothy Dacey 
 

Absent:  Council member Michael Cohen  
   

Council President Algrant called the meeting to order. 
 
 The City Clerk stated that adequate notice of this meeting was given by the posting, filing and distribution of the notice as 
required by the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 

PRESENTATION:   

 Council President Algrant gave an overview of how the meeting and presentation. 

 Flat Rock Brook Nature Center (FRBNC)- Jennifer McMillan Rubin, President 
o FRBNC has been managing the forest for 40 years. 
o They recently hired the Audubon Society to complete a 10 year Forestry Management Plan for FRBNC. 

 Three (3) areas of concern: 

 Need to rid the forest of invasive plants and animals. 

 Open the canopy of trees so sunlight can reach the forest floor. 

 Seeing evidence of damage by deer overpopulation, which is at 4x the normal levels per 
acreage. They are eating the young tree saplings and undergrowth. Deer overpopulation is 
a state wide problem. 

 New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife, Bureau of Wildlife Management- Carole Stanko, Supervising Wildlife Biologist 
o Commented that 50,000 deer are killed in NJ by automobile per year. 
o  Discussed flyers that were passed out that contained bogus information based on opinions not facts. 
o North America is overpopulated by der. 
o Spoke about the difference between a healthy and unhealthy forest. Fifteen (15) communities in Bergen County 

are having problems with overpopulation.   
o Discussed state wide deer survey that is available online. Too low a sample size to be useful for Englewood. 

 Mayor and Council comments: 
o Councilman Skurnick spoke about damage to hiking trails after rainstorms. Asked about imminent death of 

forest floor at FRBNC and how long that would take to recover. 
o Ms. Stanko said that they are trying to follow the forestry management plan and do the right thing. Spoke about 

the use of hunters at Watchung Reservation in which the deer population was reduced from 200 per acre to 30 
per acre. Deer Free Zone enclosures were also built there for studies. She feels decision needs to be made 
sooner rather than later. Mentioned that FRBNC is amenable to hunting the deer to reduce population but bow 
hunting only. 

o Councilman Forman asked how many deer is normal for a square mile; 60-100 deer per square mile. FRBNC is 
only ¼ of a square mile. 

o Councilwoman Algrant spoke about FRBNC being in the middle of a residential neighborhood. Ms. Stank 
agreed that a regional solution is the best. 

o Mayor Huttle asked if the State is proposing the hunt and when? Is this a onetime proposal? Ms. Stanko said 
that the State is proposing the deer hunt and that it will be conducted annually during deer season (mid 
September to February). Mayor Huttle discussed the difference between bow hunting and gun. FRBNC would 
set number of days annually for the hunt. Mayor Huttle asked Ms. Stanko why she feels that this will work 
because we need to take out breeding families so the forest can get some relief. Mayor Huttle feels that any 
approach needs to be a regional one in order to be effective. Ms. Stanko said that whether it is a regional 
approach or not it still has to be done annually. 

o Councilman Hamer asked if other culling approaches were discussed as options to a hunt. Asked about the use 
of fencing as a tool. 

o Councilman Forman asked if FRBNC is fenced in then how would the deer get out. The deer would have to be 
driven more into the City of Englewood. 
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 Public Comments: 
o Tracy Williams 14 Green Street: 

 Spoke about herds of deer in the woods behind his house that have destroyed his property. He is 
concerned with Lyme disease. 

o Andrea Hedrych 387 Cumberland Street: 
 Has been an Englewood resident for 50 years and lives by FRBNC. She has photos of beautiful 

undergrowth at FRBNC. 
 Has 380 signatures on her petition against the deer hunt. 
 Read quotes by Stephen Wiessner, Executive Director of FRBNC and the Bergen County Park 

Commission. 
o  Kevin J. Lake 320 N. Woodland Street: 

 Agrees with Mayor Huttle that is should be a regional solution.  
 Asked if the online survey is correct and factual. 
 FRBNC should operate under policies set by the Englewood Environmental Commission as per the 

City Code. 
o Laura Vogel 318 Marlboro Road: 

 Feels strongly that this is a regional issue. 
o Elle Kelly 350 Shepard Avenue: 

 Asked how safe it is to use birth control on the deer and FRBNC and will it affect the children who 
visit there. Ms. Stanko explained that the deer have to be caught and injected. 

o  Anne Dermansky 300 Katherine Street: 
 Asked about a 5 year study that was conducted on Deer Birth Control at Hastings on the Hudson. 

o Cynthia Sumner Englewood resident: 
 Spoke about the Hastings on the Hudson study and that it was the first to ever be tried. Requires 

permission of all property owners in the area because deer have to be caught. Ms. Stanko said it is 
the State’s decision to use birth control or a hunt. 

o Katherine Glynn 206 Central Avenue: 
  Handed out history on the Hastings on the Hudson Deer Study. 

o Lorraine Cohen 431 Lewelen Circle: 
 Spoke about deer problem on Fire Island and that they spread out chemicals to sterilize the deer and 

it did not work. 
o Gideon Hedrych 387 Cumberland Street: 

 Thought that Carol Stanko’s presentation was shoddy and pro hunting. 
 Online survey that Ms. Stanko spoke about is flawed. 

o Roslyn Maiden W, Hudson Avenue: 
 Thought that Ms. Stanko’s presentation was good. The deer problem is in her backyard. 

o Angi Metler, League of Humane Voters, Sussex County: 
 Spoke about her experience taking and passing the State Hunting Test. Bow hunting has a 50% 

wound only rate and you have to follow the blood trail to the deer. 
 
 

ORDINANCES FOR DISCUSSION:  

 Parking on W. Hudson Avenue. Councilman Forman explained that merchants in the area requested the 2 hour parking. 
o Councilman Skurnick said that even though this area is legally located in the First Ward it is used extensively by 

residents of the Third Ward. He meets with the merchants and they are unhappy with notices they are receiving 
regarding idling and noise. Mr. Dacey explained that the City of Englewood cannot regulate the personal behavior 
of a resident and if they call the Englewood police Department then the Police have to respond.  

o Councilman Hamer asked for Mr. Dacey’s opinion of these ordinances. Mr. Dacey feels they are reasonable 
because they tried to get the drugstore to open up their parking lot but they will not. 

o Councilman Forman mentioned that the drugstore has an arrangement with merchant’s for their employees to park 
there but not the public. 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

 Mr. Dacey reviewed the resolutions for discussion. 
o Authorizing Award of Contract for Englewood Library Roof Replacement, Project Number 111431 
o Authorizing Award of Contract for Flat Rock Brook Nature Center Parking Lot, Project Number 111328 
o Authorizing Award of Contract for Eleanor Harvey Park Construction- Phase II, Project Number 111423 
o Authorize Execution of Right Of Way  Agreement between the City Of Englewood and Fiber Technologies 

Networks, LLC to Permit the Installation, Use and Maintenance of Telecommunications Facilities within Public 
Rights-Of-Way for Purposes of Providing Telecommunications Services 

o Refunds Due to State Tax Appeals 
o Refund of Tax Overpayment 
o Authorizing The Lewis Becote Historic Community Garden 
o Authorizing Reimbursement to the Englewood Volunteer Ambulance Corp for an Emergency Backup Generator 
o Renewal of Liquor Licenses for 2014-2015  

 
 

PUBLIC SESSION: 
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 Anne Dermansky 300 Katherine Street: 
o Asked how much it is to rent a raised bed at the garden located at Lafayette and Genesee. Can people 

participate if they do not have the money? Mentioned that it was a onetime contribution just to build the beds. 
 

 

RESOLUTION #205-09-09-14 

PERMIT THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ENGLEWOOD TO ENTER INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Englewood, pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, 

that the Council meet in closed session to discuss the following subject matter: 
 

Litigation and Contract Negotiations 
 

Which subject matter is permitted to be discussed in closed session pursuant to the following designated sub-section(s) of 
Section 7 of the Open Public Meetings Act: 
 
( ) Sub-section 1dealing with material rendered confidential by express provision of Federal or State law. 
 
( ) Sub-section 2 covering a matter in which release of information would impair a right to receive federal funds. 
 
( ) Sub-section 3 involving disclosure of material which would constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy, including 
material related to an individual’s personal and family circumstances, without the express written consent of the individual involved. 
 
( ) Sub-section 4 pertaining to collective bargaining agreements and the terms, conditions, and negotiations thereof. 
 
( ) Sub-section 5 dealing with the acquisition of real property, the settling of bank rates, or the investment of public funds 
where discussion thereof would adversely affect the public interest. 
 
( ) Sub-section 6 dealing with tactics and techniques used in protecting the safety and property of the public where disclosure 
could impair such protection or investigation of violation of the law. 
 
(X) Sub-section 7 dealing with pending or anticipated litigation, contract negotiations, or matters falling within the attorney-
client privilege. 
 
( ) Sub-section 8 dealing concerning personnel matters dealing with employment, appointment, termination, or terms and 
conditions of employment of any person or persons, or the evaluation, promotion or disciplining of employees unless all employees 
involved consent to disclosure thereof. 
 
( ) Sub-section 9 involving deliberations after public hearing on a matter which may result in the imposition of a civil penalty 
or the suspension or loss of a license. 
 
 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as precisely as can be determined at this time, the discussion conducted in the 
said closed session can be disclosed to the public upon taking final action thereon, provided disclosure shall not violate the attorney-
client privilege or constitute an undue invasion of privacy; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, although it is not envisioned that the Council will return to open session after this 
meeting, the Council reserves the right to do so upon conclusion of the closed session. 

 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman   X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen     X 

Hamer   X    

 

Concluded Closed Session 9:42PM and then reconvened in open session. 

 

PUBLIC SESSION: 

 Dick Krane 240 Everett Place: 
o Member of EVAC and thanked the Mayor and City Council for their financial support. 

 Crystal Brown 328 Howell Road: 
o Asked what is being put at Eleanor Harvey Park. Ken Albert explained that it will be a passive park with gravel 

pathways, benches, planting spaces designed by Paul Keyes and extensive landscaping. 

 Lucy Walker 363 Washington Place: 
o Asked why Council had to go into Closed session to discuss the garden. 
o Not renting out garden beds only accepting donations to build raised beds.  
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o Has met with the Superintendent of Schools and the garden will be incorporated into the learning community. 

 Elle Kelly 350 Shepard Avenue: 
o Concerned with Fiber Technology system, feels that it will not benefit Englewood does not care that they have 

State approval. 
o Asked about the City of Englewood supplying generators for residents. 

 Theresa Thomas 279 Genesee Avenue: 
o Spoke about the garden resolution. Me Becote was not a caretaker of the garden but planted crops there for 

resale. The garden’s history was not a community effort but a commercial one. 
o The correct spelling of his name as per copies of his draft records is “Louie Bacoat”. 
o Residents in the neighborhood are upset because there are no flowers planted or seating areas in the garden. 

Does not blend in with the homeowner neighborhood and bears more characteristics of a commercial 
enterprise. 

o The resolution proposed does not formalize an agreement with the garden group but appears to offer them the 
use of the garden in perpetuity.  Would prefer to see a better thought out resolution with an agreement with term 
limits passed before next spring’s planting season. 

 Jack Silberman 320 Murray Avenue: 
o Spoke about the deer hunt at Flat Rock Brook Nature Center and he is in favor of culling the herd by introducing 

mountain lions. 
o Spoke about the community garden. 

 Curtis Caviness 41 E. Forest Avenue: 
o Does not understand how the neighbors feel the community garden does not fit into the neighborhood. 

 Shirley Smith  W. Palisade Avenue: 
o Spoke about the community garden always being a garden and it gives the 4

th
 Ward residents something to 

work on together. 
o  

 
 
ADJOURN: 10:19 PM 
Motion: Hamer 
All in Favor   
 
 
 
Lauren Vande Vaarst, RMC 
City Clerk 


