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City of Englewood 
 

City Council Work Shop 
Meeting Minutes 

 

October 7, 2014 at 7:30pm 
A Workshop Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, New Jersey, was held in the Liberty 
School, 12 Tenafly Road, Englewood commencing at 7:30 P.M.  

ROLL CALL:  Present:   Council member Marc Forman  

     Council member Michael Cohen 
Council member Eugene Skurnick  
Council President Lynne Algrant 

     Mayor Frank Huttle III  
City Clerk Lauren Vande Vaarst 

     City Attorney William Bailey 
     City Manager Timothy Dacey 
 

Absent:  Council member Wayne Hamer 
   

Council President Algrant called the meeting to order. 
 
 The City Clerk stated that adequate notice of this meeting was given by the posting, filing and distribution of the notice as 
required by the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 

 Best Practices Inventory: 
o Presented by Ronald Amorino, CFO. 
o Explained that the inventory is comprised of 6 sections and 50 questions. Our State Aid will not be impacted 

and should remain the same. 

 David Van Alstyne III Baseball Field: 
o The Van Alstyne family supposedly donated the land for the field in honor of their son who was killed in the 

Korean War but their name was removed from it and Robert “Skull” Herring’s was put there instead. 
o Mayor Huttle and Councilman Skurnick each gave some background history on the field and monuments. 
o Councilman Skurnick suggested moving the Korean war Memorial to face out to Tryon Avenue. 
o Mayor Huttle wants any action taken to be in the form of a resolution. 
o Consensus of the Council is to make sure that all entities are properly honored; David Van Alstyne III, the 

James Riviello Field House and Robert “Skull” Herring by resolutions and do rededications after cleaning 
memorials in the spring. 

  
  

PUBLIC HEARING:  

 Bergen County Open Space Grant application presented by Peter Blanos, Millennium Strategies. 
o The Public Hearing is required by Bergen County as part of the grant application process. 
o The grant application is for a playground to be installed at the Glenbrook Park Play Area. The County would 

contribute $11,000.00 and the City would match it with $11,000.00.  
o The resolution would be on the agenda for adoption at the meeting of October 21

st
. 

 Public comments: 
o Winston Evans 273 Twisby: 

 Asked where the park is located. 
 Asked if the ity of Englewood plans on adding more parks around the City as well. He would prefer a 

teen or recreation center instead of small parks. 
o Esther Babb 213 2

nd
 Street: 

 Asked if older children could be accommodated there as well. 
 Asked if rubber surface will be flammable. 

o Jeanne Hopewell Liberty Road: 
 Feels that this is a good location for a playground. 

 
 

ORDINANCE #14-32 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 25, SECTION 25-19, SCHEDULE XI; OF THE TRAFFIC AND PARKING ORDINANCE 

OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ENGLEWOOD 
 
 WHEREAS, Chapter 25, Section 25-19 Schedule XI, Time Limited Parking as designated within the City of Englewood; 
and 

 



City Council Work Shop October 7, 2014 Page 2 of 5 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Englewood wishes to amend the following Chapter 25, Section 25-19 
Schedule XI, Time Limited Parking. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, New Jersey, that Chapter 

25, Section 25-19 Schedule XI, Time Limited Parking is hereby amended as follows:  
     
Section 25-19, Schedule XI, Time Limited Parking  

STREET SIDE TIME LIMIT HOURS LOCATION 

 
West 

Hudson 
Avenue 

South 

 
2 Hour 

 
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m. 

 
From Orchard Street to a point 105 feet 
west thereof                                               
 

 
West 

Hudson 
Avenue 

Both 

 
1 Hour  
2 Hour 

 
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m. 

From Orchard Street to Curry 
Avenue 
 

 
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law. 

 
FIRST READING DATE: September 23, 2014 

COUNCIL MOTION VOTE 

Algrant  Y 

Forman X Y 

Skurnick  Y 

Cohen  Y 

Hamer  Y 

 
DATE PUBLISHED IN THE RECORD: September 26, 2014 
 
DATES PUBLIC HEARINGS HELD: October 7, 2014 
 
DATE SECOND READING HELD: October 7, 2014 
 

COUNCIL MOTION OPEN MOTION CLOSE MOTION  ADOPT 

Algrant  Y  Y  Y 

Forman  Y  Y  Y 

Skurnick X Y X Y X Y 

Cohen  Y  Y  Y 

Hamer  AB  AB  AB 

 

Public Hearing on Ordinance #14-32: 

 Crystal Brown 328 Howell Road: 
o Asked about the time extension to 2 hours for parking and how is the City going to track it because there are no 

meters there. Mr. Dacey explained that Parking Enforcement will chalk the tires. 
 
 

ORDINANCE #14-33 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 25, SECTION 25-32, SCHEDULE XXII; OF THE TRAFFIC AND PARKING 

ORDINANCE OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ENGLEWOOD 
 
 WHEREAS, Chapter 25, Section 25-32 Schedule XXII, Street Metered Parking Areas as designated within the City of 
Englewood; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Englewood wishes to amend the following Chapter 25, Section 25-32 

Schedule XXII, Street Metered Parking Areas. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, New Jersey, that 

Chapter 25, Section 25-32 Schedule XXII, Street Metered Parking Areas is hereby amended as follows:  
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Section 25-32, Schedule XXII, Street Metered Parking Areas 

STREET SIDE TIME LIMIT HOURS LOCATION 

 
West 

Hudson 
Avenue 

South 

 
2 Hour 

 
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m. 

 
From Orchard Street to a point 105 feet 
west thereof                                               
 

 
West 

Hudson 
Avenue 

Both 

 
1 Hour  
2 Hour 

 
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m. 

From Orchard Street to Curry 
Avenue 
 

 
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law. 

 
FIRST READING DATE: September 23, 2014 

COUNCIL MOTION VOTE 

Algrant  Y 

Forman  Y 

Skurnick  Y 

Cohen  Y 

Hamer X Y 

 
DATE PUBLISHED IN THE RECORD: September 26, 2014 
 
DATES PUBLIC HEARINGS HELD: October 7, 2014 
 
DATE SECOND READING HELD: October 7, 2014 
 

COUNCIL MOTION OPEN MOTION CLOSE MOTION  ADOPT 

Algrant  Y  Y  Y 

Forman X Y X Y X Y 

Skurnick  Y  Y  Y 

Cohen  Y  Y  Y 

Hamer  AB  AB  AB 

 

Public Hearing on Ordinance #14-33: 

 No one from the Public came forward to speak. 

 

 

ORDINANCES FOR DISCUSSION:  

 Reviewed by Tim Dacey, City Manager. 

 Traffic Ordinances: 
o South Van Brunt- to prohibit parking on S. Van Brunt to allow for the Fire Trucks’ turning radius so they can 

safely access the new fuel depot. 

o Laurel Place- to prohibit parking on Laurel Place which is a narrow gravel road near Quarles School/ 

 Amend Chapter 3-42: 
o A resident wants an environmental Officer appointed to oversee FRBNC and this position has not been filled 

since 1985. The recommendation is to abolish this ordinance. 
o Consensus of the Council is to place this ordinance on for 1

st
 Reading/Introduction on October 21

st
 to rescind 

this ordinance. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS FOR VOTE: 

 #216-10-21-14 Authorize Rejection of Bids for the Eleanor Harvey Park Construction - Phase II, Project No. 111423 

 Reviewed by Ken Albert, City Engineer. His recommendation is not to reject the bids but to award the contract at the 
meeting of October 21

st
. There is approximately $300,000.00 left in the Eleanor Harvey Trust and the balance of the 

$112,000.00 is available from a current Capital Bond Ordinance. 

 Mayor and Council comments: 
o Councilwoman Algrant asked what park would be getting less money this year. Mr. Albert explained that the 

items budgeted from this year’s Capital for the parks ended up costing less so no park is losing money. 
o Councilman Skurnick recommends that we fully fund this and award the contract on the 21

st
. 

o Councilman Forman thought the trust was an income only one but Mr. Bailey explained that the trust money is 
to install and build the park only. 

o The consensus of the Council is to pull the resolution from tonight’s agenda and not vote on it and to place this 
on the agenda of October 21

st
 to award the contract.  

o Councilman Cohen asked about the construction work now versus the spring.  
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o Councilman Forman said that if we do not make a decision then the park will not be ready for the spring. 
o Mayor Huttle feels that it is important to move on this and invest in the park. 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

 Reviewed by Tim Dacey, City Manager. 
o Authorizing Award of Contract for Single Engine Hydrostatic Pure Vacuum Street Sweeper: 

 Mayor and Council comments: 

 Councilman Skurnick spoke about the lack of a street sweeping schedule. Mr. Dacey 
explained that the City has only one sweeper and one operator. 

o Refund of Tax Overpayment 
o Resolution Authorizing Cancellation of Municipal Certificate of Sale 
o Refunds Due to State Tax Appeals  
o Resolution Authorizing the Submission of a Bergen County Open Space, Historic Preservation Grant 

 Ken Albert explained that this is the final stage of the restoration of the exterior of the Phelps 
Gatehouse at Mackay Park and the City is applying for $150,000.00 for the project. 

 Mayor and Council comments: 
 Councilman Skurnick asked if an addition could be built on the structure. Mr. Albert explained it could 

but not  a great idea because we received historic designation for the building and the plans are 
complete and submitted. 

o Resolution Authorizing the Submission of a Bergen County Open Space, Municipal Park Improvement Grant 
Proposal: 

 This is the resolution for the Glenbrook Park Play Area. 
 
 

PUBLIC SESSION: 

 Shirley Smith W. Palisade Avenue: 
o Surprised to hear that the City has only one street sweeper and that taxes continued to rise for less services.. 

Councilwoman Algrant explained that prior Councils neglected to make capital purchases of vehicles for 
decades. 

o Unhappy with the ugly red bricks on Palisade Avenue. 

 Winston Evans 273 Twisby: 
o Who was making decisions for 20 years and how long do their decisions last. 

 Jeanne Hopewell Liberty Road: 
o Asked about the new garbage trucks and how they are working. Councilwoman Algrant explained about the 

ordering problems and that the trucks are to arrive by the end of the year and start running in the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 

Wards in the new year. 

 Lucy Walker 383 Washington Place: 
o Wants to see the resolution to name the garden back on the agenda. 
o Stated that there is no drainage for the Eleanor Harvey Park. 

 Curtis Caviness 41 E. Forest Avenue: 
o Spoke about the new church located at Mary and Forest and that there is no sidewalk on the North side and the 

orange barricades are still up on the south side. Asked that the City please have someone go out and take a 
look. Mr. Albert explained that this is due to the utility company and the City is working on it. 

 Laura Vogel 318 Marlboro Road: 
o Spoke about the recycling program and that there is no need for new garbage trucks and cans. 
o Hydro Static Street Sweepers are very loud and we should encourage composting.. 
o City needs to pay attention and plant the correct trees. 
o The Building Department needs more inspectors. 
o The City needs to acknowledge its volunteers better. 

 Gerald Chavis 23-19 Parkview Terrace: 
o Spoke about the parking lot across from the Firehouse on William Street and work on the parking lot is causing 

problems there. Mr. Dacey explained that the parking lot will be included in the 2015 Capital Budget for paving 
and the City is expecting to install meters or lease parking spots there. 

 Crystal Brown 328 Howell Road: 
o Also wants naming of the garden back on the agenda. 
o She would like to see the design plans for the Eleanor Harvey Park and where can she see them. Mr. Dacey 

explained that they can be reviewed at the City Engineer’s office. Ms. Brown wants them online. 

 Esther Babb 213 2
nd

 Street: 
o Spoke about the community garden and that she loves it and has worked there. 
o Would like the $112,000.00 not used at Eleanor Harvey Park but to renovate the bathrooms at Mackay Park. 

Mr. Dacey reminded her about the Mackay Park Visioneering process and to come to a meeting and discuss 
what she wants at Mackay Park. She mentioned that more signage is needed to direct people to Mackay Park. 

 Alva Jones 87 Dubois Court: 
o Asked about the status of Overpeck Creek and Mr. Albert updated her. 
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RESOLUTION #217-10-07-14 

PERMIT THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ENGLEWOOD TO ENTER INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Englewood, pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, 

that the Council meet in closed session to discuss the following subject matter: 
 

Litigations and Contract Negotiations 
 

Which subject matter is permitted to be discussed in closed session pursuant to the following designated sub-section(s) of 
Section 7 of the Open Public Meetings Act: 
 
( ) Sub-section 1dealing with material rendered confidential by express provision of Federal or State law. 
 
( ) Sub-section 2 covering a matter in which release of information would impair a right to receive federal funds. 
 
( ) Sub-section 3 involving disclosure of material which would constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy, including 
material related to an individual’s personal and family circumstances, without the express written consent of the individual involved. 
  
( ) Sub-section 4 pertaining to collective bargaining agreements and the terms, conditions, and negotiations thereof. 
 
( ) Sub-section 5 dealing with the acquisition of real property, the settling of bank rates, or the investment of public funds 
where discussion thereof would adversely affect the public interest. 
 
( ) Sub-section 6 dealing with tactics and techniques used in protecting the safety and property of the public where disclosure 
could impair such protection or investigation of violation of the law. 
 
(X) Sub-section 7 dealing with pending or anticipated litigation, contract negotiations, or matters falling within the attorney-
client privilege. 
 
( ) Sub-section 8 dealing concerning personnel matters dealing with employment, appointment, termination, or terms and 
conditions of employment of any person or persons, or the evaluation, promotion or disciplining of employees unless all employees 
involved consent to disclosure thereof. 
 
( ) Sub-section 9 involving deliberations after public hearing on a matter which may result in the imposition of a civil penalty 
or the suspension or loss of a license. 
 
 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as precisely as can be determined at this time, the discussion conducted in the 
said closed session can be disclosed to the public upon taking final action thereon, provided disclosure shall not violate the attorney-
client privilege or constitute an undue invasion of privacy; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, although it is not envisioned that the Council will return to open session after this 
meeting, the Council reserves the right to do so upon conclusion of the closed session. 

 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman   X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer      X 

 
 
ADJOURN: 9:20 PM 
Motion: Algrant 
All in Favor   
 
 
 
Lauren Vande Vaarst, RMC 
City Clerk 


