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City of Englewood 

City Council Meeting Minutes 

    January 20, 2015     

A Regular Formal Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, New Jersey, was held in the 
Municipal Court in the Public Safety Building commencing at 7:30 P.M.  
 

Roll Call:   Present:  Council member Marc Forman  

Council member Michael Cohen 
     Council member Eugene Skurnick 

Council member Wayne Hamer 
     Council President Lynne Algrant  
     Mayor Frank Huttle III  

City Manager Timothy Dacey  
City Attorney William Bailey   

     City Clerk Lauren Vande Vaarst 
  
    Absent:       
 
 President Algrant called the meeting to order. 
 
 The City Clerk stated that adequate notice of this meeting was given by the posting, filing and distribution of the notice as 
required by the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 

Swearing In:    Police Officer James T. Reed 

       Police Officer Ximena Sarria 

 

RESOLUTION #047-01-20-15 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING MINUTES 
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following minutes be and are hereby accepted and filed:  
 

COUNCIL MEETING 
December 16, 2014 

 
COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING 

December 16, 2014 
January 14, 2015 

 
ANNUAL ORGANIZATION MEETING 

January 6, 2015 
 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick  X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer X X    

 

RESOLUTION #048-01-20-15 

APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND CLAIMS 
 

WHEREAS, The Chief Financial Officer has certified and submitted a consolidated bill and claims list for payment as well 
as a consolidated list of prepaid items. The prepaid items include emergency payments, wire transfers and regularly scheduled 
monthly payments that are paid between bill and claims list dates; and 
 

WHEREAS, all bills and claims listed herewith have been encumbered and sufficient funds are available for payment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the required signatures have all been obtained on each voucher on the attached list. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Englewood, that the bills and claims on the 

submitted lists are hereby approved for payment in the total amount of $7,944,192.86. 
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COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman X X    

Skurnick  X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    

 
 

Communications from the Mayor/Council Member: 

 
 

Comments from the City Manager: 

 No report 

 

Public Comment on Agenda Items: 

 No one from the Public came forward to speak. 
 

 
RESOLUTION #049-01-20-15 

        APPOINT BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBERS 
   
  BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, State of New Jersey; that the following 
appointment is confirmed to the Board of Health for the following term: 
 
   Ketsia Alerte Sadler, 143 Tenafly Road, Apartment 5A, be reappointed as a member to a three-year term commencing 
January 1, 2015 and expiring December 31, 2017. 
 
  Aliza B. Solomon, D.O., 163 Rockwood Place, be appointed as a member to a three-year term commencing January 1, 
2015 and expiring December 31, 2017. 
 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    

 
 
 

RESOLUTION #050-01-20-15 

 
        APPOINT RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

       
   
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, State of New Jersey; that the following 
appointments are confirmed to the Recreation Advisory Committee for the following terms: 
 

Betty Griffin, 208 Warren Street, be reappointed as a member to a three-year term expiring December 31, 2017. 
 
Magalye Matos, 304 Rosemont Place, be reappointed as a member to a three-year term commencing January 1, 2015 

and expiring December 31, 2017. 
 

Horace Ragbir, 51 W. Hamilton Avenue, be appointed as a member to a one-year term commencing January 1, 2015 and 
expiring December 31, 2015. 

 

Pastor Jovan Davis, 20 Cross Street, be appointed as a member to a three-year term commencing January 1, 2015 and 
expiring December 31, 2015. 
 
 Marc Forman, 275 Engle Street, appointed as City Council Liaison to a one-year term commencing January 1, 2015 and 
expiring December 31, 2015. 
 
 Appointing Jeffrey Richardson, 312 Central Avenue, to serve as Chairman of the Recreation Advisory Committee 
commencing January 1, 2015 and expiring December 31, 2015. 
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COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    

 
 

RESOLUTION #051-01-20-15 

 
        APPOINT TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

       
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, State of New Jersey; that the following 
appointments are confirmed to the Traffic Advisory Committee for the following terms: 
 
 Shirley Smith, 374 W. Palisade Avenue, be reappointed as a member to a three-year term commencing January 1, 2015 
and expiring December 31, 2017. 

 Jordan Comet, 463 Cape May Street, be appointed as a member to a three-year term commencing January 1, 2015 and 
expiring December 31, 2017. 

Ron Strobel MD, 226 Chestnut Street, be appointed as a member to fulfill an unexpired one-year term commencing 
January 1, 2015 and expiring December 31, 2015. 

 
 Michael Cohen, 181 Madison Avenue, appointed as City Council Liaison to a one-year term commencing January 1, 2015 
and expiring December 31, 2015. 
 
Appointing David Popkin, 303 Tenafly Road, to serve as Secretary of the Traffic Advisory Committee commencing January 1, 2015 
and expiring December 31, 2015. 
 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    

 
 

RESOLUTION #052-01-20-15 

 
        APPOINT HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

       
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, State of New Jersey; that the following 
appointments are confirmed to the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee for the following terms: 

 Will Lee, 163 W. Demarest Avenue, reappointed as a Class B member to a four-year term commencing January 1, 2015 
and expiring December 31, 2018. 

 Norman Davis,  68 Dwight Place, Apt. A, reappointed as a Class C member to a four-year term commencing January 1, 
2015 and expiring December 31, 2018. 

 Thomas Monroe, 178 Liberty Road, #4, be appointed as a Class A member to a four-year term commencing January 1, 
2015 and expiring December 31, 2018. 

 Richard Bennett, 290 Katherine Street, be appointed as a Class C, Alternate #1 member to a two-year term commencing 
January 1, 2015 and expiring December 31, 2016. 

 Eva Poneros, 287 Oakwood Road, reappointed as a Class C, Alternate #2 member to a two-year term commencing 
January 1, 2015 and expiring December 31, 2016. 
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COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    

 
 

RESOLUTION #053-01-20-15 

REFUNDS DUE TO STATE TAX APPEALS 
 

WHEREAS,  a judgment has been received from the Tax Court of New Jersey for the following Block and Lots in the City 
of Englewood; and 

 
WHEREAS, the said judgments have created and overpayment on the tax account listed for said years;  

 
  NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Englewood, in the County of Bergen, State of 
New Jersey, that the Chief Financial Officer be and he is hereby authorized to refund overpayment of the property taxes in the 
amount of $75,819.75 for said years due to successful tax court judgments. 
  

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    

 
 
 

RESOLUTION #054-01-20-15 

REFUNDS DUE TO DISABLED VETERAN 
 

WHEREAS, Mr. Frederick Shepard, has filed an application for a Property Tax 
Exemption for a Disabled Veteran with proper supporting documentation thus making him eligible for an exemption on property 
taxes as of May 19, 2014. 

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Shepard having satisfied his property tax obligations for the 2

nd
, 3

rd
, & 4

th
  

quarters of 2014 and now reflects an overpayment of $3,535.99. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Englewood, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, hereby authorize the Chief Financial Officer to issue a check in the amount of $3,535.99 to 
Mr. Frederick Shepard, 313 W Hudson Avenue, Englewood, New Jersey , also known as Block 107, Lot 21; and, 

 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Tax Collector. 

 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    

 
 

RESOLUTION #055-01-20-15 

APPOINTING CITY ARBORIST 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Englewood requires the services of a certified Arborist whose duties will include  conducting the 
Hazard-Health Assessment, detailed tree inspections, reporting and staff training of the City’s trees as well as other services 
required to be performed by an Arborist; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Director of Public Works, the City Council has determined, based on 
professional experience, expertise and reputation, to award a contract for such services to William R. Comery, LLC, Licensed Tree 
Expert, with offices at 285 Fairview Avenue, Paramus, NJ 07652 pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 as other than a “Fair and Open” 
contract as defined therein; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A: 1 1-1 et. seq.) authorizes the award of such professional 
services contracts without competitive bidding; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Manager has determined that William R. Comery, LLC will be paid on an  
as-needed basis at an hourly rate of $95.00 per hour, and that the value of this contract will not exceed $17,500 in the 2015 
operating year: and 
          
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds are available to award this contract. 
          
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, State of New 
Jersey that a professional services contract is hereby awarded to William R. Comery, LLC to provide professional arborist services, 
and the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute and attest to an agreement between the City of Englewood and William R. 
Comery, LLC. 
          
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of the within resolution, together with a copy of the Agreement be on file in the 
Office of the City Clerk and be available for public inspection during regular business hours; and 
          
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a brief notice to  
be published once in the Record newspaper stating the nature, duration, service, and amount of the 
contract and that the resolution and contract are on file and available for public inspection in the office of  
the City Clerk.  
 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    

 
 

RESOLUTION #056-01-20-15 
 

APPOINTING CONSULTING CITY ARBORIST 
 

WHEREAS, the Environmental Commission and the Green Team of the City of Englewood received a grant from the 
State of New Jersey in 2010 in the amount of $10,000 and the City of Englewood authorized a contribution of an additional $10,000, 
in “in kind” services to the project via Resolution # 145-07-06-10; and in conjunction with this grant the City of Englewood needs to 
rewrite its Forestry Management Plan, conduct both a City Tree Inventory and Hazard-Health Assessment of the City’s trees; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Englewood requires the services of a certified Arborist whose duties will include  providing 

planning and support services relative to updating the City’s Community Forestry Management Plan, Preparation of Urban Forest 
Assessment (Phase One Street Tree Inventory), and establishment of standard details, specifications and planting lists to support 
the proper management of Englewood’s Urban Forest; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Director of Public Works, the City Council has determined, based on 
professional experience, expertise and reputation, to award a contract for such services to Paul Cowie & Associates with offices at 
11N. Beverwyck Road, Lake Hiawatha, NJ 07034 pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 as other than a “Fair and Open” contract as 
defined therein; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A: 1 1-1 et. seq.) authorizes the award of such professional 
services contracts without competitive bidding; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Manager has determined that this contract shall be provided for based upon a negotiated lump sum 
fee on a project by project basis and that the value of this contract will not exceed $17,500 in the 2015 operating year: and 
          
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds are available to award this contract and a copy of 
said certification is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
          
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, State of New 
Jersey that a professional services contract is hereby awarded to Paul Cowie & Associates to provide professional arborist services, 
and the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute and attest to an agreement between the City of Englewood and Paul Cowie & 
Associates. 
          
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of the within resolution, together with a copy of the Agreement be on file in the 
Office of the City Clerk and be available for public inspection during regular business hours; and 
          
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a brief notice to  
be published once in the Record newspaper stating the nature, duration, service, and amount of the contract  
and that the resolution and contract are on file and available for public inspection in the office of the City Clerk.  
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COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    

 
 

RESOLUTION #057-01-20-15 

 
        AWARD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT TO ACACIA FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.TO SERVE AS FINANCIAL 

ADVISORS FOR THE CITY OF ENGLEWOOD 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Englewood has the need for professional financial advisors and to assist in issuing long term debt 
to replace some short term notes in early 2015. The scope of work will include: 
 

 Bond Issuances and Structuring 

 Cash-flow/ Rate Modeling 

 Market Monitoring 

 Debt Management policy 

 Rating Strategies 

 Credit Enhancement 
 

 WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the City Manager, the City Council has determined, based on professional 
experience, expertise and reputation, to award a contract for such services to Acacia Financial Group, Inc., 601 Route 73 North, 
Suite 206, Marlton, New Jersey 08053 pursuant to NJ.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 as other than a “Fair and Open” contract as defined therein; 
and 
          
 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A: 1 1-1 et. seq.) authorizes the award of such professional 
services contracts without competitive bidding; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Manager has determined the value of this contract for the scope of services as stated above and in 
the attached proposal, is not to exceed $17,500.00 for a one-year contract; 
          
 WHEREAS, Acacia Financial Group, Inc. will complete and submit a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and a 
Political Contribution Disclosure Form certifying that the firm has not made or will make any reportable contributions that would bar 
the award of this contract under the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-1 et seq. and City of Englewood Ordinance No. 07-31; and 
          
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds are available to award this contract and a copy of 
said certification is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
          
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, State of New 
Jersey that a professional services contract is hereby awarded to Acacia Financial Group, Inc to serve as professional financial 
advisors for the City of Englewood; 
          
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of the within resolution, together with a copy of the Agreement and that the 
Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value, be on file in the Office of the City Clerk and be available for 
public inspection during regular business hours; and 
          
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a brief notice to  
be published once in the Record newspaper stating the nature, duration, service, and amount of the 
contract and that the resolution and contract are on file and available for public inspection in the office of 
the City Clerk. 
 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    
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Resolution #058-01-20-15 

REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY RIDER  
FOR ICE ARENA DONATIONS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29 

 
WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services for approval as a 

dedication by rider of revenues received by a municipality when the revenue is not subject to reasonable accurate estimates in 
advance; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29. provides for receipt of bequests, legacies and gifts by the city to provide for the operation 
costs to administer this act; and   

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated from the following  are hereby anticipated as 

revenue and are hereby appropriated for the purpose to which said revenue is dedicated by statute or other legal requirement: 
 

Ice Arena Donations; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Englewood, County of Bergen, New Jersey as 
follows: 
 

1. The City of Englewood Council does hereby request permission of the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services to pay expenditures for: 

 
Ice Arena Donations 

         
as per N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29. 

 
2. The City Clerk of the City of Englewood, County of Bergen is hereby directed to forward two 

certified copies of this resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government        Services. 
 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    

 
 

RESOLUTION #059-01-20-15 

         
AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE ENGLEWOOD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION  

TO MANAGE THE ENGLEWOOD BUSINESS APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Englewood wishes to develop an apprenticeship program for Englewood residents entering their 
junior and senior years of high school; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the purpose of the program is to recruit and work with local businesses to provide summer employment 
and/or apprenticeship opportunities for Englewood residents entering their junior and senior years of High School, and to provide 
said students with opportunities to learn and develop business management and employment skills; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Englewood wishes to have the Englewood Economic Development Corporation manage this 
program;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Englewood will enter into an Agreement with the Englewood 

Economic Development Corporation to manage the Englewood Business Apprenticeship Program, a summer enrichment program 
for Englewood residents entering junior and senior years of high school subject to the following terms and conditions: 
 
 1. The Englewood Economic Development Corporation will manage in cooperation with the Englewood Chamber of 
Commerce, the Englewood Business Apprenticeship Program to recruit local businesses in order to provide employment and/or 
apprenticeship opportunities for the participants in the Program; 
 
 2. Each student participating in the program shall be required to work twenty five (25) hours each week, and in 
addition thereto shall be required to attend two (2) hours of workshops each week on specific business management and 
employment skills.  Students shall be selected by a Committee comprised of members of the Englewood Economic Development 
Corporation and the Englewood Chamber of Commerce whose selection criteria shall be designed to identify students most likely to 
benefit from the program; 
 
 3. The program will begin Monday, June 29, 2015 and conclude on Friday, August 7, 2015. 
Upon conclusion of the program each student who completes the program shall receive a stipend of $1,000.00, and attend a 
commencement ceremony to which the general public, local employers and City Officials and dignitaries shall be invited; 
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 4. The cost of the program shall not exceed $40,000.00 which will be paid by the City to the Englewood Economic 
Development Corporation prior to the commencement of the program.  The $40,000.00 shall include $4,000.00 for administrative 
expenses and $36,000.00 for thirty six (36) apprenticeships.  Any costs beyond the $4,000.00 for administrative expenses shall be 
borne by the Englewood Economic Development Corporation. These funds shall be specifically earmarked and designated for the 
apprenticeship program; 
 
 5. At the conclusion of the program in August 2015, the Englewood Economic Development Corporation and selection 
Committee shall prepare a comprehensive review, financial analysis and accounting to be submitted to and reviewed by the 
Governing Body of the City of Englewood.  In addition, the Englewood Economic Development Corporation will prepare a proposed 
budget for 2015, if the City is inclined to continue the program for 2015. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute such necessary documents to 
effectuate this Agreement.   
 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick X X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    

 

EEDC Proposed budget for 2015 

 
Revenues: 
$40,000 City-sponsored apprenticeships 
$5,000 Rotary sponsored fellowships  
________________ 
$45,000.00 Total revenues 
 
Expenses: 
$36,000 City-sponsored apprenticeships 
$5,000 Rotary sponsored fellowship 
$3,000 management expenses Bergen Family Center 
$1,000 management expenses Chamber of Commerce 
_______________________ 
$45,000.00 Total expenses  
 

 

Presentation:   Mayor Frank Huttle III “State of the City Address” (see attached) 
 

Public Session: 

 Chris Gagliardi West Street: 
o Providing a citizen’s response to the Mayor’s State of the City Address. Very pleased with the mayor’s initiatives 

and is looking forward to serve as the Chair of the Accessibility Committee in order to help make the City of 
Englewood accessible for all. 

o Spoke about the importance of education especially a “school to work” initiative for the mentally and physically 
disabled. 
 

 

ADJOURN: 8:20 PM 
Motion: Hamer 
All in Favor 
 
 
 
Lauren Vande Vaarst, RMC 
City Clerk 
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