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City of Englewood 
 

City Council Workshop 
Meeting Minutes 

 

March 10, 2015 at 7:30pm 
A Workshop Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, New Jersey was held in the Liberty 
School, 12 Tenafly Road, commencing at 7:30 P.M.  

ROLL CALL:  Present:   Council member Marc Forman  

Council member Michael Cohen 
     Council member Eugene Skurnick  
     Council member Wayne Hamer 

Council President Lynne Algrant  
     Mayor Frank Huttle III  

City Attorney William Bailey 
City Manager Timothy Dacey 

     City Clerk Lauren Vande Vaarst  
Absent:     

 
 President Algrant called the meeting to order. 
 
 The City Clerk stated that adequate notice of this meeting was given by the posting, filing and distribution of the notice as 
required by the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
 
ORDINANCE #15-01 

 
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK  

(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of its annual 
budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 1.5% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over 
the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and,  

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, appropriate the 

difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final 
appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Englewood in the County of Bergen finds it advisable and necessary to 

increase its CY 2015 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, 
safety and welfare of the citizens; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Englewood hereby determines that a 2% increase in the budget for said year, 

amounting to $958,578.00 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, 
is advisable and necessary; and,  

 
WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Englewood hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is 

not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two 
succeeding years.  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Englewood, in the County of Bergen, a majority 
of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2015 budget year, the final 
appropriations of the City of Englewood shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased by 2%, 
amounting to $958,578.00, and that the CY 2015 municipal budget for the City of Englewood be approved and adopted in 
accordance with this ordinance; and,  

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the 

final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; and,  
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the Director of the Division 

of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and,  
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote included 

thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 
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FIRST READING DATE: March 10, 2015 

COUNCIL MOTION VOTE 

Algrant  Y 

Forman  Y 

Skurnick  N 

Cohen  N 

Hamer X Y 

 

Mayor and Council comments on Ordinance #15-01: 

 Councilman Skurnick will be voting “No” on this ordinance. He does not have a problem with doing this when it is needed 
as it was last year, but this year it is not necessary because we are under the CAP.  Feels that the City eliminated two 
pieces of property that could be tax rateables and these tax dollars will go to the COE and the Schools. 

 Mayor Huttle explained that if there is an expansion on Route 4 then revenues will go up and taxes will go down. Asked if 
the City of Englewood will ever end up in a position that it cannot pass a budget? 

 Councilman Cohen repeats every year that the CAP Bank ordinance is a loophole to circumvent the budget and spend 
more money. 

 Councilman Forman feels that the CAP Bank ordinance is not a loophole but necessary in cases of emergency. 

 Councilman Skurnick asked Ron Amorino about revenue that would be generated by the properties. 

 Bill Bailey explained that any additional revenues would cause the tax rate to be adjusted which can provide a tax 
decrease for the taxpayers but that does not necessarily increase monies available to the City. 
 

 

Public Comment on Agenda Items: 

 No one from the Public came forward to speak. 
 
 

RESOLUTION #080-03-10-15 

AUTHORIZE AN ACCELERATED TAX SALE CY 2015 
  
 WHEREAS, a municipality is permitted to hold an accelerated Tax Sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the intention of the City of Englewood to hold such a Tax Sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Tax Collector and Chief Financial Officer that December 17, 2015 would be an 
appropriate day for the Accelerated Tax Sale; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Englewood that the Tax Collector is hereby 
authorized to conduct an Accelerated Tax Sale for delinquent taxes, Special Improvement District Taxes, Special Assessment 
Taxes and any other delinquent fees otherwise imposed by the City of Englewood for the Calendar year 2015 and prior, if 
necessary, on December 17, 2015; and that a certified copy of this resolution be provided by the Municipal Clerk to the Tax 
Collector and the Chief Financial Officer. 
 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick   X   

Cohen X X    

Hamer   X   

 

Mayor and Council comments on Resolution #080-03-10-15: 

 Councilman Cohen feels that the Accelerated Tax Sales have been working well and will support this resolution. 

 Councilman Skurnick does not like it and will be voting “No”. 

 Mayor Huttle is upset with the tax letter that is sent out and wants it revised, and wants to approve the revisions. 

 Councilman Skurnick wants the Council to approve it as well. 

 Mr. Bailey explained that there are statutory items that have to be included in the letter. 

 Mr. Dacey explained that if the Council does not pass Resolution #080 it will have a negative impact on the Budget. 
 

 

RESOLUTION #081-03-10-15 

RESOLUTION INTRODUCING 2015 CITY BUDGET 
 
The Local Budget of the City of Englewood, County of Bergen, for the calendar year 2015. 
  

BE IT RESOLVED that the statement of revenue and appropriations (as included in the official Budget) shall constitute 
the Local Budget for the year 2015; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cancellation of unexpended balances of 2014 appropriations are approved and 
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that all adjustments made to the Annual Financial Statement by the Chief Finance Officer are approved; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said budget be published in the Record on April 9, 2015 and a public hearing be held 
there on April 21, 2015, and that the City Council of the City of Englewood does hereby approve the Annual Budget for the year 
2015 in the sum of $60,747,270.  

 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick  X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer X X    

 

Mayor and Council comments on Resolution #081-03-10-15: 

 Councilman Cohen feels that changes need to be made in the Budget. 

 Councilman Skurnick stated that we need to hold a meeting on revenues. Spoke about Ron Amorino’s chart showing a 5 
year look back. He wants some of the Lincoln School PILOT money to go to the Englewood Public School District. 

 Mayor Huttle disagrees with Councilman Cohen that the Introduction of the budget is not merely a formality. He also 
disagrees with most of Councilman Skurnick’s statements and that the City of Englewood actually in a strong fiscal 
position and strength as noted by our AA with a positive outlook rating. Mayor Huttle does not support any increases in 
the Budget. Will not support Budget as it is and is advocating no tax increase and to reduce spending. He wants the City 
to embrace the Master Plan; spoke about new buildings on Route 4, Assisted Living project with 300 dwelling units. 

 
 

RESOLUTION #082-03-10-15 

REFUNDS DUE TO STATE TAX APPEALS 
 

WHEREAS,  a judgment has been received from the Tax Court of New Jersey for the following Block and Lots in the City 
of Englewood; and 

 
WHEREAS, the said judgments have created and overpayment on the tax account listed for said years;  

 
  NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Englewood, in the County of Bergen, State of 
New Jersey, that the Chief Financial Officer be and he is hereby authorized to refund overpayment of the property taxes in the 
amount of $26,222.48 for said years due to successful tax court judgments. 
  

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick  X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer X X    

 
 

RESOLUTION #083-03-10-15 

REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENT 
 

WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Tax Collector that Block 2605, Lot 2.03 (3325 Riverview Avenue) is entitled to 
a tax overpayment refund; 
 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City Council to have this overpayment returned to the party requesting the refund; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Englewood, in the County of Bergen, State of 
New Jersey, the Chief Financial Officer be and he is hereby authorized to refund the overpayment of property taxes in the amount of 
$683.13 to Lisa Patel, 3325 Riverview Avenue, Englewood, NJ 07631. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Tax Collector and Finance 

Officer. 

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant  X    

Forman  X    

Skurnick  X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer X X    
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RESOLUTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

 Reviewed by Tim Dacey, City Manager: 

o 2014 Reserve Budget Transfers 

o A Resolution Authorizing the City of Englewood to Enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement 

o Appoint Traffic Advisory Committee Members 

 
 

ORDINANCES FOR DISCUSSION:  

 Reviewed by Lauren Vande Vaarst, City Clerk: 

o Updated State penalties regarding Noise Ordinance 
o Mayor and Council discussion ensued. Consensus is that Bill Bailey and Lauren Vande Vaarst will review 

the current City Noise Ordinance and the State updates and present a draft of a revised Noise Ordinance 
to the Mayor and Council at a future meeting date. A comparison of State and City decibel levels will be 
included. 

o Buying additional decibel meters and having police officers certified to use them was also discussed. 
 
 

PUBLIC SESSION: 

 No one from the Public came forward to speak. 
 

 

RESOLUTION #084-03-10-15 

 
PERMIT THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ENGLEWOOD TO ENTER INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Englewood, pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, 

that the Council meet in closed session to discuss the following subject matter: 
Contracts, Personnel and Litigation 

 
Which subject matter is permitted to be discussed in closed session pursuant to the following designated sub-section(s) of 

Section 7 of the Open Public Meetings Act: 
 
( ) Sub-section 1dealing with material rendered confidential by express provision of Federal or State law. 
 
( ) Sub-section 2 covering a matter in which release of information would impair a right to receive federal funds. 
 
( ) Sub-section 3 involving disclosure of material which would constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy, including 
material related to an individual’s personal and family circumstances, without the express written consent of the individual involved. 
  
( ) Sub-section 4 pertaining to collective bargaining agreements and the terms, conditions, and negotiations thereof. 
 
( ) Sub-section 5 dealing with the acquisition of real property, the settling of bank rates, or the investment of public funds 
where discussion thereof would adversely affect the public interest. 
 
( ) Sub-section 6 dealing with tactics and techniques used in protecting the safety and property of the public where disclosure 
could impair such protection or investigation of violation of the law. 
 
(X) Sub-section 7 dealing with pending or anticipated litigation, contract negotiations, or matters falling within the attorney-
client privilege. 
 
(X) Sub-section 8 dealing concerning personnel matters dealing with employment, appointment, termination, or terms and 
conditions of employment of any person or persons, or the evaluation, promotion or disciplining of employees unless all employees 
involved consent to disclosure thereof. 
 
( ) Sub-section 9 involving deliberations after public hearing on a matter which may result in the imposition of a civil penalty 
or the suspension or loss of a license. 
 
 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as precisely as can be determined at this time, the discussion conducted in the 
said closed session can be disclosed to the public upon taking final action thereon, provided disclosure shall not violate the attorney-
client privilege or constitute an undue invasion of privacy; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, although it is not envisioned that the Council will return to open session after this 
meeting, the Council reserves the right to do so upon conclusion of the closed session. 

  

COUNCIL MOTION AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Algrant X X    

Forman   X    
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Skurnick  X    

Cohen  X    

Hamer  X    

 
 
ADJOURN: 9:28 PM 
 
 
Motion: Algrant 
All in Favor   
 
 
 
 
Lauren Vande Vaarst, RMC 
City Clerk 


