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City of Englewood 
 

City Council Budget 
Meeting Minutes 

 

March 25, 2015 at 6:30pm 
A Budget Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Englewood, Bergen County, New Jersey, was held in City Hall, 2-10 N. 
Van Brunt Street in the 2

nd
 Floor Conference Room commencing at 6:30 P.M.  

 

ROLL CALL:  Present:   Council member Marc Forman  

     Council member Eugene Skurnick  
     Council member Wayne Hamer 
     City Manager Timothy Dacey  

City Clerk Lauren Vande Vaarst 
     Ronald Amorino, CFO  
  

Absent:   Council President Lynne Algrant  
Mayor Frank Huttle III  
Council member Michael Cohen  

 
 
 President Algrant called the meeting to order. 
 
 
 The City Clerk stated that adequate notice of this meeting was given by the posting, filing and distribution of the notice as 
required by the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
 

CODE ENFORECEMENT: 

 Walter Deptuch, Construction Code Official presented. 
o Spoke about change in inspector position from full tome to part time because of lack of applicants. Will have 2 

part time inspectors – plumbing and electrical. The City will need full time inspectors in the future due to all the 
development going on. 

o Reviewed his budget memo and discussed the needs of the department. 
o Mr. Deptuch would like a raise since he has taken on more work and responsibilities. 

 Mayor and Council discussion ensued. 
o Councilman Skurnick wants an annual report showing the number of inspections completed per inspector. Also 

wants a list of vehicles per department. Asked if they inspect Airbnbs. 
o Councilman Hamer asked Mr. Deptuch what his department is seeing that the Mayor and Council should be 

aware of such as illegal rentals, snow removal, property maintenance violations and construction/ building 
inspections. 

o Mr. Dacey will set up a meeting to discuss illegal housing units. 
 
 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT: 

 Jason Silverstein presented information on Denning Park usage. 
o Spoke about the lighting project at Denning Field that will be in the 2015 Capital Budget. 
o He has 400-500 children in his AYSO soccer program and that there are an additional 3 other soccer programs 

that use the field; Englewood Soccer Club- youth travel team, New Revolution Soccer Academy- youth travel 
team and the Men’s Soccer program which also travels. Adding lights to the field will open up more hours for 
use by all of the programs. 

 Ken Katz, Arena Manager discussed the 2014-2015 season. 
o Officially joining the Recreation Department effective April 1, 2015. 
o The new dasher boards will be installed around May 1, 2015. 
o Reviewed memo of the season’s highlights. 
o Mr. Dacey mentioned that after April 1, 2015 they will discuss raising the rental rates for outside Hockey teams.  
o Councilman Skurnick said that the arena performance exceeded his wildest expectations and it was fantastic. 

 Merle Simons, Recreation Director presented. 
o Reviewed budget memo. 

 Mayor and Council discussion ensued. 
o Councilman Skurnick asked about recreation programs. 
o Councilman Hamer asked about the pools, and Ms. Simons explained about the problems with the plumbing 

and the deck at Tryon. The bathrooms at both pools were discussed.  
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
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 James Koth, Director of Public Works presented and Wilma Clay, Administrative Assistant attended. 
o Introduced Ms. Clay who is an asset to the department. 
o Reviewed budget memo and spoke about his goals for the department; increase efficiency, rework the 

management structure in order to place the right people in the right position, the need for a Deputy Director in 
order to provide continuity within the department’s chain of command and also to provide direction to the 
supervisors. 

o Will work with Chief Suffern to rewrite the snow removal procedures, to education and correct is the goal. 
o Spoke about multi seasonal trucks. 
o Reviewed department’s table of organization. 

 Mayor and Council discussion ensued. 
o Councilman Skurnick asked about money in the budget for lawn care supplies. Mr. Koth explained that they will 

be using grant money for that. He further explained that aeration and irrigation are the keys to maintain a 
healthy turf system. 

o Mr. Dacey said that the automated trash pickup in the 1
st
 and 4

th
 Wards will begin mid May. 

o Trips to transfer stations were discussed. 
o The City’s recycling agreement is good and the City is still getting checks unlike most municipalities. 
o The CSX issue on Forest Avenue is finally being handled because Mr. Deptuch issued an arrest warrant for the 

CSX official and that got their attention.  
o Councilman Hamer asked if the City is close to developing a street cleaning schedule. Mr. Koth explained that 

the City will be using “Route Smart” software to schedule trash pickup and street cleaning. The City does need 
one more Street Sweeper so it will then have two good ones. 

 
 

PUBLIC SESSION: 

 No one from the Public came forward to speak 
 
 
ADJOURN: 8:55 PM 
 
Motion: Hamer 
All in Favor   
 
 
 
Lauren Vande Vaarst, RMC 
City Clerk 


